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The Project:

In December 2003, Guildford and Waverley Community Learning Partnerships were awarded funding for a ‘Celebrating Opportunities’ project, which would deliver two learning fairs and a series of taster sessions for residents across the two boroughs.

The 2-hour taster sessions took place in Guildford and Godalming, targeting people aged between 18 and 30 who had no prior experience of higher education, lived in areas facing multiple needs and who had an interest in either art or popular music.

How the project began:

The Academy of Contemporary Music in Guildford and Surrey Institute of Art and Design in Farnham were identified as ideal partners to help in the delivery of the taster sessions.  Meetings took place to ensure that the workshops would give a representative picture of what life on the institution’s higher education courses would be like, whilst giving the learners a hands-on opportunity to practice and develop a new skill.

How the project was funded:

AimHigher funded the following costs for the whole series of taster sessions:

Venue Hire                      £  450

Publicity and marketing   £    81

Tutor Wages

     £1500

However, delivery proved to be cheaper than expected and there were some savings made on venue hires and materials.

Project Aims:

· To attract learners, specifically those within the AimHigher target group of people under 30 who have not gone to university, 

· To provide taster sessions on guitar playing, singing, drumming, DJ skills, studio production, use of colour, mixed media and drawing.

· To promote local vocational and arts institutions and to advertise progression routes into higher education, especially where the learner has a talent but may not have all the formal qualifications they think would be expected of them.
Project Outcomes:

Each taster course provided a snapshot of what the learner could expect from a degree in the institution, whilst also offering a fun hands-on experience to develop new skills and meet people of a similar age and interest.

All courses proved to be very interesting and enjoyable, and we reached a predominately 20+ white male audience (11 learners).  Many of the participants in the music courses were from areas with multiple needs, such as Park Barn, Bellfields Estate, Farncombe, Stoke and Goldsworth Park.  Some participants were signposted to the taster classes through prior contact with either Connexions, InTouch with Learning and Work or local voluntary organisations such as Guildford Action, Guildford YMCA, Vaughan House and the Jobcentre Plus.

Feedback forms were circulated to all participants and results were very positive:

“I enjoyed it and want to go on and join a course to do with music” (Male, 20’s)

“I thought it was really good and I was surprised how much information was fitted into two hours.  The sessions were very enjoyable and I was left wanting to do more!” (Male, mid 20’s)

All participants received a learner pack with leaflets about Aimhigher, InTouch with Learning and Work, a free pen, course handouts and details about either the Academy of Contemporary Music or the Surrey Institute of Art and Design.
Lessons Learned and moving forward:

These were one-off events, and were funded as such, however they have proven that short taster sessions in subjects of interest to young men, such as Djing are a very effective way of reaching this group of learners.   All classes included a theoretical aspect, such as music theory, history or the basic biology and anatomy behind singing, and through presenting drier theoretical information alongside fun practical activities we captured and maintained the learners’ interest, explored careers and qualifications in the subject area and raised their musical aspirations.

Music could also be a very effective way of embedding basic skills, for example through counting the beats per minute of dance records, talking about the lyrical content of songs or through class discussions about musicians and popular culture.

For more information contact:

Lucy Andrews, Guildford and Waverley Community Learning Adviser

Tel:07976 752813

guildfordcla@yahoo.co.uk     www.surreyllp.org.uk
Music Taster Sessions Attract Hard To Reach Male Learners





Guildford and Waverley Community Learning Partnerships gained funding to provide AimHigher Taster Sessions to attract hard to reach learners and offered 18-30 year olds a sample of local higher education courses in vocational and arts subjects.
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