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“Elvis ….. Has Left The Fete!”
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Elvis, along with more than 500 other learners, participate in the ESCLP’s first Community Learning Fete in Reigate
Project overview:

A FREE Community Learning Fete was presented by East Surrey Community Learning Partnership on October 15th in conjunction with Family Learning Week, 2005. The event was located at Reigate College and offered more than 40 hands on activities to families and members of the community. The Fete exemplified the true meaning of partnership where over 20 ESCLP partner organisations participated and benefited from the event. By the end of the day more than 500 learners of all ages had attended.
Funding:

£1100 was secured from Surrey County Council who agreed to pay for publicity, volunteer refreshments and entertainers (the face painter and balloon modeller). The event also involved partnership working with more than 20 members of the East Surrey Community Learning Partnership, each of whom provided valuable resources such as presenters, volunteers, the venue, equipment and committee planning members. Over £250 in prize donations from local businesses and community groups was also received.
Project details:

With more than 40 activities to choose from, over 500 people came to the ESCLP’s first Community Learning Fete. They sampled dancing, arts and crafts, first aid, computers, spinning & weaving, nail art, yoga, Braille, flower arranging and plenty of other fun, family activities. Drama presentations by students from Furzefield Primary School and Wray Common Primary School as well as musical performances by Earlswood Infant and Nursery School and RNIB College were very popular with people milling about the marquee for most of the day. Careers advice plus information on local adult education courses was also available and many learners, inspired by the day’s activities, investigated their learning options.
A face painter and balloon modeller were on hand and added a festive atmosphere to the event. The entertainers were often the first port of call for many members of the community and their approachability and friendly nature were key in making the public comfortable with their new environment. Once people felt at home, this piqued their interest in trying out new learning activities. 
The fete was a great success not only for the learners, but also for the more than 100 volunteers who presented at the event. Attracting over 500 people allowed organisations to access new learners, enquire of their learning needs and aided with the attainment of outreach targets. Other providers found it helpful to network with on-site presenters and local schools, thereby arranging new learning opportunities following the event. In addition, many volunteer presenters became learners themselves as they enjoyed the fete activities with their friends and family.
Project analysis:

Partnership working was at the heart of this learning initiative. Countless people from numerous organisations, many from within the CLP, worked together to make the event a huge success. This highlights the fact that through pooling resources and knowledge more can often be achieved in partnership than through one organisation working alone.

Directed publicity was also key to the success of the project. Press coverage was received in a number of newspapers, radio stations, websites, Reigate and Redhill high street stores and ESCLP member publications. 
Feedback from presenters and members of the community has been positive and many are looking forward to next year’s event. And why not? Where else will you find a plethora of free hands on learning opportunities, 500 learners …… and even Elvis?
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