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The project: 

This year’s Family Learning Event once again attracted over 300 people to Staines Community Centre on Saturday 15th October.  Spelthorne Community Learning Partnership collaborated to organise the annual event, having planned since January, and were pleased with the interest and participation received by the community.  

The CLP were pleased to secure funding from BAA Heathrow, BUPA and the Three Oaks Trust, which enabled the provision of a wide range of fun learning activities for all ages and abilities.  Didgeridoo making, together with learning about its Aborigine origins was very popular, as was puppet making and face painting.  Computer activities catered for all ages and people took home their personalised calendars that they had produced.  Other attractions included photography, information on adult education courses and employment opportunities and information on BUPA.  A number of nextstep CV workshops were scheduled throughout the day with a careers and learning adviser on hand to speak to the community.   

For the young people and adults in particular, interactive demonstrations of the Thorpe Park rides were on display along with scientific information and details about the amusement park.  Furthermore, a popular attraction was the CD making activity, where people were able to make their own music track on CD and take it home with them.  

Competitions with prizes ran throughout the day, including the infamous Grand Colouring Competition, which include tickets to Thorpe Park as prizes.  For exhausted parents and hungry children, free refreshments were available, with delicious cakes kindly made by Bishop Wand Secondary School and the Sunbury-on-Thames Women’s Institute.  Drinks were donated by the Elmsleigh Centre, Staines.  

In the High Street, an interactive drumming workshop drew in the crowds, with all age groups from toddlers to OAPs participating.  Together with a drama performance by Ashford C of E Primary School, and our very own CLP clown (!), these activities encouraged shoppers and passers-by into the Community Centre.  

Project Outcomes:

Overall, the day was a success, and the community enjoyed all of the free learning activities which provided a fun day out for Spelthorne families.    

· 300 people attended and participated in the activities.

· The visitors reported that the event had been enjoyable and that they would return next year.

· 2 official nextstep advice sessions for adults, plus informal advice and information on learning and work.

· Adults interested in pursuing future skills workshops organised by MB Learning.

· Colleges and Adult and Community Learning promoted so as to encourage adult enrolments.

· Positive community spirit established

“A fantastic day, the children had a ball. Thank you”

“I have been coming to these events since the first year and each one has been educational and fun for all my children.”

“Fabulous activities”

“This is our second year, was wonderful for my family.  Both children spent a happy time trying new things and eating lovely cakes.  The calendar making and CD production was super.  Both made puppets as well.  The patience shown by activity leaders deserves a gold star!”

Moving Forward:

This was the annual Family Learning event organised by Spelthorne Community Learning Partnership, having held 3 events previously due to its success in attracting and engaging the community in learning activities.  It is envisaged that another event will occur next year during the national Family Learning Week campaign, provided adequate funding is sought.

Lessons Learned:

Although 2005 had the highest number of volunteers and CLP members helping on the day, more helpers are required.  Despite attempting to count the exact number of visitors to the event and welcome each family or group, there were too many people entering at one time and too few staff to monitor this.  Access for double buggies, and the heat of the building were noted as downsides to the event, which should be considered for future events. 

For more information contact:

Kate Shore

Spelthorne and Runnymede Community Learning Adviser

Tel: 01784 444222

k.shore@spelthorne.gov.uk
www.surreyllp.org.uk
No. 25
Spelthorne extends the fun for all the family at its Family


Learning Fun Day 2005 in Staines











