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Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership in the Community

Driving Theory Lessons for Traveller Young People
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The Project:
When the Driving Theory Test was required to be taken in written form, concern was expressed at the Surrey Traveller Community Relations Forum about how this would affect young travelers with essential skills needs.  As this was discussed it occurred to those around the table that this was not so much a problem as a great opportunity to help these young people continue their learning into young adulthood.

The aim of the project is to deliver driving theory lessons to 16-19 year old Travellers with essential skills needs.  It also has the following objectives:
· To increase opportunities of equality for Travellers

· To improve opportunities for lifelong learning

· To increase compliance with legal requirements by Travellers

· To reduce fear of authorities by Travellers

How the Project began:
Surrey Travellers had been expressing their concern that young Travellers were unable to access the Driving Theory test at a meeting of the Surrey Traveller Community Relations Forum.  Ofsted estimated in 2003 that there are about 12,000 Traveller children nationally (mostly of secondary school age) who are not registered at school  and therefore many have essential skills needs.  The Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership is a member of the Forum, and supported its bid for funding from the DfES Local Network Fund to run a project to teach Traveller young people to pass their driving theory test. 
The money allowed for four laptops to be purchased and for the recruitment of a trainer who piloted the lessons in Effingham in Spring 2005, delivering to four young people who quickly passed their tests.  It was vital that the person recruited was able to work confidently in a non-traditional environment.  The project has benefited greatly because the trainer is an experienced traveller teacher who is known to the community.  Courses have since run in Leatherhead and at Farnham Fire Station and so far the pass rate is  100%.  

As well as input from quizzes and discussions, relevant computer software is used to teach the driving theory.  The young people practice Mock Theory tests and look at their individual computer analysis to see which topics they need to revise. They then use the software to do their revision.  The DSA DVD is used to teach the Hazard Perception part of the test.  
The Trainer liaises with the DSA and DVLA to ensure that the young people get the help they require for their special needs when taking their test.

Project outcomes:
So far 15 young people (4 male & 11 female) have taken part in the Project.  6 have taken their test and passed.  2 more will apply when they are 17.  The other 7 students are preparing for the test.
Passing their test has raised their self-esteem.  It is the first opportunity they have had to gain a recognised accreditation and, therefore, a feeling of acceptance in the wider community.

One young person said, “The lessons were good. They improved my reading a bit and made me understand a lot more”.  All the young people who were asked said that as well as learning the driving theory their reading skills had improved.  Also the young people’s knowledge of language and their vocabulary was enriched.

Another young person said, “Now I can get my Driving Licence.  It’s important for Travellers to be able to drive for their work.”  The young people learned how to fill in a form.  Most of the young people had no or very little previous opportunity to use a computer.  As well as learning basic computer skills, they learnt how to set up and pack away the computers.  They enjoyed being able to help in this way.

Moving forward:
Within 6 months the project has expanded and another trainer is now starting two groups in Lingfield and Epsom.  We have just written a third bid for future funding as we wish to extend the learning to more sites and venues.  Over 50 young people have now benefitted from the training.  We also wish to extend the project to cover light goods vehicle (LGV) driving theory lessons as so many Travellers need this qualification to run their businesses.
Lessons learned:
The project is mobile, so the trainer goes to the young people, as they often live in inaccessible places.  The attendance rates are excellent.
For more information contact:
Sian Sangarde-Brown

Surrey Heath and Woking Community Learning Adviser
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