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The Project:

‘The Big Draw’ family arts day took place at George Abbot School, Burpham during Family Learning Week 2005.  The event was jointly funded by Guildford Community Learning Partnership and Surrey County Council Adult and Community Learning.  The Big Draw is a national campaign run by the Campaign for Drawing and is in its sixth year of encouraging people of all ages to have a go at creative activities.  

The Burpham event aimed to bring together parents, grandparents and children of all ages to learn new artistic skills together. 

How the project began:

Guildford Community Learning Partnership was approached by the Community Arts Coordinator of George Abbot School, Burpham who was interested in developing community activities within the school and wanted to celebrate the national Big Draw campaign.  Through discussions with Surrey County Council and the Community Learning Partnership, funding was raised to put on a family arts day to coincide with the national Family Learning Week.  The event was marketed through George Abbot Secondary School and its four primary feeder schools.

The event took place in the school hall on Saturday 15th October from 10am-3pm, with a range of schoolteachers leading art activities based on a theme of the body.   Learners could choose from face painting, henna painting, portraiture, silhouette making, mural making and finger, hand and foot painting.

The Community Learning Partnership assisted through designing advertising materials, issuing press releases, part-funding the event and recruiting eight student volunteers to assist at the event through the ‘V Project’ at the University of Surrey Students’ Union. These student volunteers assisted with art activities and helped photograph the day’s events.

Project Outcomes:

· 185 individuals attended the event.  168 were learners, and 17 were staff, volunteers and helpers.  Of the 168 learners, 63 were adults who completed enrolment forms and 105 were children.  

· Learners traveled from a wide distance to attend the event.  72 learners were from Guildford, 44 from Merrow, 22 from Burpham but learners came from outlying areas such as Clandon, Send, Weybridge, Knaphill, Fleet, Jacobs Well, Ripley and Woking.  Two grandparents even attended – one from the Isle of Wight!  

· Awareness was raised about the Big Draw campaign and family learning. 

Moving forward:

This was a one-off event, although it leads the way for George Abbot School to consider putting on further family learning opportunities and community arts.  The school is to commence adult arts workshops in November 2005 and adult learners from the Big Draw event will be targeted.   

Lessons Learned:

Adults are happy to engage in learning opportunities where the activity is something that will also benefit their children.  Despite targeting parents of secondary-age pupils, the majority of attendees were pupils and parents from primary schools.  This may signify that it is easier to attract younger children and their family into school events at the weekend.

For more information contact:

Lucy Andrews

Guildford and Waverley Community Learning Advisor

Tel:07976 752813

guildfordcla@yahoo.co.uk 

www.surreyllp.org.uk
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Partner organisations from Guildford Community Learning Partnership came together in October 2005 to put on a family arts day to celebrate ‘The Big Draw’ and national family learning week. 
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