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Supporting Families
The BEECLP brings
Family Learning to seven schools in Banstead, 
Epsom and Ewell
Project overview:
During 2005/2006 the Banstead, Epsom & Ewell Community Learning Partnership (BEECLP) spearheaded an initiative to introduce family learning into local primary and infant schools. Through collaboration with Family Links, NESCOT and Surrey County Council’s departments of Family Learning and Widening Participation seven schools have become engaged with family learning. Furthermore, thanks to the work of the BEECLP, many schools now have a greater awareness of the availability of family learning programmes and some heads have already expressed an interest in offering additional courses in the future.
Funding:
Funding for this initiative was sourced from BEECLP members including Family Learning, NESCOT and Widening Participation whose core funding can support the delivery of family learning and wider family learning. Funding from these BEECLP members contributed toward tutors, resources and consultation time. The Family Links programme also supported this BEECLP project 
Project details:
The project began as an awareness raising activity which quickly expanded to the implementation of family learning programmes due to the amount of interest generated by the information campaign. Letters outlining the availability of free family learning courses were mailed to all primary schools in the Epsom and Ewell borough and the Banstead area. The programmes were promoted at the borough-wide primary school head’s meeting in both locations. In addition, information was also shared via word of mouth as several schools in the Epsom & Ewell borough, as well as the North Downs School Confederation in Banstead, are members of the Banstead, Epsom & Ewell Community Learning Partnership (BEECLP).
Following the information campaign, requests was received from 7 out of 16 schools, almost 50% of the schools that were contacted. These include: Banstead Infant, Cuddington Croft Primary, Epsom Primary, St. Clement’s Primary, Stamford Green Primary, The Vale Primary and Warren Mead Infant Schools. Requests for courses ranged from Computing for the Terrified and Keeping Up with the Children, to Parenting and Family Literacy. Keeping Up with the Children was the most popular course with three schools asking for this programme. Upon the receipt of a family learning request, the BEECLP’s Community Learning Adviser visited each head personally to clarify their needs and provide further information on the various programmes available. Once a course had been selected by the head, this information was forwarded to the relevant BEECLP member who then worked closely with the schools to arrange the details of each family learning programme.
Thus far, family learning and wider family learning programmes have been arranged for Epsom Primary, Stamford Green Primary, The Vale Primary and Warren Mead Infant School with plans for another school already underway. In addition, two more schools are canvassing their parents to assess their learning needs and intend to place a request for learning support in the near future. It is estimated approximately 50 participants will benefit from the programme, many from areas with multiple needs.
Project analysis:
This project has increased access to and awareness of family learning. Primary and infant schools have received information on family learning and 7 out of 16 (almost 50%) have taken the BEECLP up on its learning offer. Schools were able to self-identify what learning supports were needed and the BEECLP responded with sourcing appropriate learning programmes. This project demonstrates how the BEECLP is fulfilling its objective of working with the community; and through partnership and collaborative action, is meeting its learning needs.
For more information contact:

Charlene Keddy
Banstead, Epsom & Ewell and East Surrey Community Learning Adviser

Tel: 07944 340613
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