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Learning on the Move
NEET young people receive mobile training in the construction industry
Project overview:
Young people not in education, employment or training (NEET) were the focus of a Banstead, Epsom & Ewell Community Learning Partnership (BEECLP) project where learners received training in many facets of the construction industry. NEET young people are considered hard-to-reach learners yet the project was successful in recruiting these young people, in part due to the mobile nature of the scheme. The training was brought to the learner instead of the learner having to travel to the training. Based on the success of the first project, this initiative has been further developed and will target unemployed adults beginning September 2006.
Funding:
Funding for the project was sourced from a number of BEECLP partners who provided financial and in-kind support. Contributors include Adult and Community Learning, Community Coordinator for Court and Ruxley, Connexions, Jobcentre Plus, Look 2 Training, NESCOT, Surrey Education Business Partnership and the Youth Development Service.
Project details:
Mobile learning is not a new phenomenon. It was successfully piloted by the Spelthorne Community Learning Partnership in 2003 and has since been used in schools, colleges and other settings across the county. The objective of the Banstead, Epsom & Ewell Community Learning Partnership’s project was to take the mobile feature of the bus and put it to use in the heart of the community. In particular, the partnership wanted to see mobile learning established in an area of multiple needs so as to access hard to reach learners and encourage them to take advantage of training opportunities. In the past this has proven difficult due to barriers such as transportation. However, by introducing the bus into the residential area of the Longmead Estate, the transportation barrier was largely removed which encouraged many learners to take part.
Between September 2005 and April 2006 two 12 week courses were offered to NEET young people on the Longmead estate; the first initiatives of their kind. A maximum of eight learners could attend each course and participants were recruited with the help of Connexions and the Community Coordinator for Court and Ruxley wards. During the course the young people received training in bricklaying, plumbing, construction and the industry in general. They also had the opportunity to speak with staff from NESCOT, Rio Construction and Adult and Community Learning’s First Steps Learning Coordinator to discuss their options on progression to further education, training and entering the workforce.
The popularity of the course can be seen in the registration numbers. Five students registered for the first course while 11 students registered for the second. In the end, a total of 11 students completed the course and received their certificate. Since their training most students have decided to make an application to NESCOT’s construction programme, one student is now working full time and one student was successful in having a trial with a local building firm.

In April 2006 the project was taken on by the Community Coordinator for Court and Ruxley wards and is currently being offered to young people in the community. Based on the success of the first project additional funding has been sourced to provide two new terms beginning September 2006. This second phase will provide motor vehicle training and focus on unemployed adult learners recruited in partnership with Jobcentre Plus.
Project analysis:
There is an expression that there are no hard to reach learners, only hard to reach providers. This project aimed to bring provision in the construction industry to the learner. Removing the barrier of transportation and costs associated with transportation encouraged many learners to attend. The project has gone from strength to strength with more learners registering for each session and the number of NEET young people in the Epsom area decreasing as a result. The Banstead, Epsom & Ewell Community Learning Partnership is keen to ensure mobile learning continues to take place and have already received funding to provider training for a further two terms.
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