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The Project: 

Pyrcroft Grange School was identified as being within an area which featured high on the Index of multiple deprivation and had multiple social needs. Through talking to local parents at the school and using the experience of an educational psychologist it was decided to run family learning, basic skills, computing and parenting programmes for adults in the area.
Organisations involved in the project: included Pyrcroft Grange School, Strodes College and the Runnymede Community Learning Partnership

How the project began:

The Outreach Centre is used by Strode’s College two days a week and during the rest of the week by Pyrcroft Grange School for family learning.  There is a large resource room with TV, chairs, tables, sink and other classroom facilities, and also an adjacent computer room with a suite of 12 computers.
The courses attracted considerable interest from parents, with many being recruited for courses by word-of-mouth.  Dorothy Childs, Project Worker, attracted many of the parents along due to being a ‘familiar face’, working in the school environment regularly.  Figures such as Dorothy are very important to the success of family projects such as this.  Similarly the enthusiasm and contribution from the head teacher likewise contributed to its success.

The parenting courses take place once a week on a Thursday afternoon.  The parents are predominantly from Pyrcroft Grange School but there have been one or two from other schools in the past. 
ICT courses for both parents and children are also now taking place through adults working alongside the children, as suggested in the Family Learning Strategy.

How the Project was Funded:
Runnymede CLP has provided some of the funding for Dorothy Childs time and also some of the resources.

Project outcomes:
· To attract new and consistent learners.

· 6 or 8 parents attending the parenting classes.  
· To iron out initial teething problems in providing basic skills and parenting classes to parents
Moving forward:

This project is sustainable, but it would be beneficial to increase the Project Worker’s time at the school, as she is currently only in one afternoon a week due to funding limitations. The parent learners could benefit from the additional opportunities this would enable.  

Lessons Learned

Family learning is a successful method through which to engage reticent or hard to reach learners, although careful planning needs to take place to match suitable tutors to the families taking part.

Local and trusted intermediaries such as Dorothy Childs are an invaluable way of approaching potential learners in a non-threatening manner, thus making the process of re-engaging with education and entering the school building less daunting for the more apprehensive learner.
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