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Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership in the Community
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How the project began:

The Look Ahead Day addressed local needs in Chertsey St Ann’s, the most deprived ward in Runnymede, in terms of the Multiple Index of Deprivation and an area in which education and lifelong learning is not always the priorities of the residents.  Basic skills attainment levels in the ward are also poor, hence the event aimed to encourage people into making the first steps into learning and upskilling themselves

Following on from a series of ‘Raise it!’ embedded basic skills sessions, the Look Ahead Day brought together information and advice to the local community through one event.  

The Project: 

The project took the form of a learning fair in a community venue.  In order to encourage people along, the incentive of free taster sessions in a variety of subjects were provided.  Through offering a range of activities we aimed to attract all age groups, and scheduling considered those in employment and those collecting children from school.  The event, organized by the Community Learning Partnership and Runnymede Local Committee, provided information on local opportunities; leisure services, childcare, becoming a volunteer or benefiting from the services of a voluntary group, accessing the library service etc.  Similarly, information on local colleges and universities was on display.  Free careers advice and help with CV writing were also available to help the local community into the workforce.

Free refreshments, donated by Sainsbury’s, and two children’s activities were also provided.  An adult was on hand to help to keep the children occupied whilst their parents or carers looked around.   A free prize draw and a children’s colouring competition were used to attract school children and parents along to the event.  Bunting and balloons, along with an informative display stand were displayed outside the hall to attract people’s attention and encourage visitors. 

The Schedule of Taster Sessions 

· 2.30pm – 4.30pm = Computer Skills

· 2.30pm – 4.30pm = Gardening

· 2.30pm – 4.30pm = Art with Watercolours

· 3.15pm – 5.15pm = Colour and Hand Reflexology

· 3.30pm – 4.15pm = Computer Skills

· 4.30pm – 5.15pm = Computer Skills

· 5.15pm – 6.00pm = Computer Skills

· 5.15pm – 6.15pm = Beadwork

Room A was dedicated to Computer Skills classes and contained 6 laptop computers belonging to the Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership, with the other taster sessions taking place in dedicated areas within the main hall.

How the project was funded:

With the money remaining from the ‘Raise it!’ project, funded by Global Grants, we were able to hire the main hall, Room A, and the kitchen at Chertsey halls.  Likewise, the payment of tutors at either £25 or £40 per hour was also accounted for within the remainder of the grant.

Strode’s college tutor              5 hours 

ACL tutors
                        5 hours

Brookland’s tutor
            2 hours

White lodge tutor:
  
£40

Childcare helper:  

£50

Publicity and marketing:
£200

Prizes, raffle tickets,

£35

balloons etc

Project outcomes:

The fundamental aim was to enable local people to access information and advice on learning and work under one roof and in a relaxed atmosphere.  We wanted to help people avoid the confusion and embarrassment that can often act as a barrier to seeking and accessing the information they may require, especially in the case of the nervous or returning learner.  

Another aim was to engage people in learning and training.  By providing taster sessions several individuals tried out new skills, with information provided about progression routes into local courses.  

Lessons learned and moving forward:

Events, such as learning fairs, require a great deal of time, effort, and organization to run smoothly.  Being a one-off event, the event was not planned to be sustainable, so if any future learning fair event were to be planned, pros and cons of time spent against potential benefits would need to be assessed.   Any future events should be co-ordinated by a partnership of local agencies and time and attention should be focused on marketing, which is time consuming and must be both widespread and targeted to make an impact.  

Based on cost/benefit viewpoint it may be worth considering holding smaller-scale informative road shows that could be taken to pre-organised events or fairs where marketing is already covered and all that is needed is space, displays and staffing.   Careers advice should be an integral part of these roadshows, as this proved to be the most popular attraction at the Look Ahead Day. 

For more information on this project contact:

Kate Shore

Community Learning Adviser, Runnymede Community Learning Partnership

k.shore@spelthorne.gov.uk 
01784 444222 
www.surreyllp.org.uk
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