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A Family Learning Fun day brought Staines alive for the third successive year in October 2004 to encourage families to learn together through enjoyable activities as part of the national Family Learning Week campaign.  Spelthorne Community Learning Partnership once again joined together to facilitate an action-packed day of learning activities in the heart of the community, which attracted at least 300 people to the event.

Likewise, adults accessed careers advice and information on local courses and colleges to pursue learning opportunities. 

With an international theme, adults and children learned all about the Aborigine origins of the Didgeridoo, allowing kids to make their very own didgeridoo; a panning for gold activity stretched people’s numeracy skills in an enjoyable manner; Aborigine art prints craft activities were on offer; and learning first aid also encouraged people along.  Likewise free refreshments, face painting, careers advice and information on local colleges were available to people of all ages.  

Children from Ashford C of E Primary School entertained the audience with a creative drama performance, both in the community centre and in the High Street.  The Town Crier also supported the event during the day.

How it began:

Having identified the need in the Borough to encourage families learning together and supporting positive parenting, the event resulted from consensus from the Community Learning Partnership (CLP) who thought it best to compliment the National Family Learning Week Campaign.  In order to engage reluctant learners the idea of a fun day, with learning activities embedded in the programme and taking place in the heart of the busy shopping centre in Staines, was proposed.  Following the success of the two previous years and adopting a similar nature, a sub group was therefore established from the Spelthorne CLP to take the event forward.

Planning began in January 2004 with regular meetings with the key partners; Surrey Chamber of Commerce, Brooklands College, Spelthorne College, Adult and Community Learning, Voluntary Action in Spelthorne and the CLA.  

Funding:

· A letter and bid were submitted to Spelthorne Local Committee, and with support from CLP partners, £1000 funding was received from the Local Committee – part of Surrey County Council.  The additional £400 required was received from the Community Learning Partnership funds.  

· Spelthorne Borough Council granted the free use of the Community Centre, though caretaker costs would need to be met.

· The Elmsleigh Centre donated £50 for refreshment costs etc.

· Prizes for colouring competition were donated from various shops in Staines and also tickets from Thorpe Park.

· Sunbury-on-Thames Women’s Institute donated cakes and biscuits for the refreshments.  

· Adult and Community Learning allowed the use of First Aid and an IT tutor free of charge.

· Brooklands College allowed Family Learning co-ordinator’s time.

· Spelthorne College accounted for Family Learning Co-ordinator’s time. 

· Several CLP members (and families) volunteered their time and hard work.  Likewise, many donated cakes for the day.

· Surrey Chamber of Commerce donated refreshments and helped co-ordinate the day.

Project outcomes:

· Attendance of at least 300 people.
· Resources for 120 didgeridoo’s used by 2.30pm.  There was demand for at least 200.

· All Panning for Gold (morning activity only) resources for 75 children were used and could have used more.
· 55 children entered our colouring competition on the day and more were received after the event by post.

· The IT activities were busy all day and information on short IT courses were circulated to adults.
· First aid participation was steady all day and offered details of other free First Aid courses across Spelthorne.

· Face painting busy all day.

· Making pets toys activity (morning only) was busy all morning.

· £68 of donations from refreshments was collected for the Mayor’s Charity.

Moving Forward:

With the high attendance of people at the event, it is hoped that many will have inspiration to continue with other local learning opportunities.

InTouch with Learning and Work spoke to several adults during the day and confirmed two appointment times plus other contacts.

First aid and IT courses will be taking place throughout Spelthorne.

The didgeridoo was a success, particularly in attracting boys so we imagine that we will use this resource in the future.

We will be evaluating the day to influence future planning of similar events.

For more information on this project contact:

Kate Shore

Community Learning Adviser, 
Runnymede Community Learning Partnership

01784 444222  
k.shore@spelthorne.gov.uk 
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