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Transform IT - Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership’s project to help kickstart the Learning Revolution in Surrey 
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‘Transform IT’ - is a countywide project to innovate and develop new ways of using and learning about computers and the internet for learning in local communities.
The project involves research and development of new ways of using technology to enthuse and inspire adult learners and piloting new resources and informative workshops and classes with adults across the county.
This will be done by:
1. working with learning providers and community workers to help them to deliver up-to-the-minute learning opportunities on modern technology in the community;
2. developing new resources and offering inspiration to promote transformation in IT teaching and learning to adults in Surrey;
3. working with partners to pilot exciting and innovative workshops and classes on modern information technology and the Internet in community venues in areas of multiple need and communities of interest across Surrey;
4. providing resources for a web portal offering a platform for learning and media resources in Surrey, working with partner organisations to share best practice, video and podcast learning materials and linking to other valuable resources including BBC Learning, Open University websites and many other websites or web-based materials.
The project is backed by partners from across the adult learning sector in Surrey and will deliver benefits for adult learning teachers and learners in the local community over the coming years.  The underlying rationale is that new technologies and broadcasting have huge potential for engaging people and providing them with a more stimulating and rewarding learning experience.  Similar projects are underway across the whole of the UK, many spearheaded by partnerships between public, private and third sector organisations, with the aim of helping improve mental health, physical well-being, active citizenship and community cohesion, as well as providing a stepping stone towards further learning, qualifications and employment for many people
Funding for this project has come from the Department of Business Innovation and Skill’s  Transformation Fund, created as a result of their ‘Learning Revolution’ White Paper.  For more information go to www.transformationfund.org.uk/about-transformation-fund.
The aims of the projects supported by the Transformation Fund are to:
· Encourage more and different people into informal learning, particularly people from disadvantaged groups;

· Open up access to learning in new places, in new ways and at more flexible times; 

· Support people to set up self-organised groups and learning clubs;

· Widen choice, by developing and sharing innovative content;

· Build partnerships and strengthen the capacity of informal adult learning organisations;

· Improve connections and progression between different kinds of learning; and

· Make better use of broadcasting and technology to stimulate and support learning.
To find out more about ‘Transform IT’ contact John Thurlow, Lucy Andrews or Kevin Delf at Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership on 01483 481789 or email TransformIT@surreyllp.org.uk
