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East Surrey Community Learning Partnership

Minutes of the East Surrey CLP meeting on 20th October 2009
At Merstham Community Facility Trust, 44, Portland Drive, Merstham

1.Introductions and Welcome:

Janet Robinson ACL Contracts Manager, East Surrey College (CHAIR)
Rebecca Court Community Learning Adviser, Surrey LLP
(MINUTES)
Sarah Merrick, Project Coordinator, Merstham Community Playlink, Welcare  Redhill

Sarah Albert, Local Committee & Partnership Officer for Reigate & Banstead, Surrey CC

Simon Bland, Community Liaison Manager, Reigate and Banstead Borough Council

Christine Harper, Home School Liaison Worker, Furzefield School

Arthur Browne, Network Education & Development Contact,  Surrey U3A
Pauline Guppy, Family Learning, Surrey CC

Janet Dowling, Professional Storyteller

2. Apologies for Absence:

Sarah Davison, Schools Confederation Manager, Tandridge

Anna Marples, Nextstep Adviser

Laura Paton, OLASS caseworker

Julie Mitchell, Children’s Centre Manager, Welcare, Redhill

Helen Hawkins, Reigate & Banstead CVS

Tirzah Bagnulo, Pre-School Learning Alliance

3.   Minutes and Matters Arising:

1. AB referred to Section 5 of the minutes and made clear that “Time to Learn” was produced by the U3A for DIUS.

2. Following a discussion about the upcoming Family Learning Festival, RC explained that, in previous years there has been Family Learning Week, Family Learning Month and this year the last two weeks of October were being designated Family Learning Festival.

3. TB has distributed hand-outs, and RC has distributed them to CLP members electronically, to promote the event being held at the Community Facility Trust on the 29th October called “Discover More About Your Environment”, offering workshops either from 10-12 am or 2-4pm.

4. RC Asked if anyone had marked UK Online Day.  TB said she had made contact with the organisers but had received no response.

5. PG has contacted Julie Mitchell and organised a 6 week digital photography course for mothers and children making Christmas gifts.
4.Janet Dowling: Presentation on the Power of Storytelling

JD has a background in social work and realised the therapeutic effect of storytelling on those she worked with. Storytelling is also beneficial to the bereaved and JD uses storytelling in her work with CRUSE.

JD began by telling the Aesop’s fable about the mouse and the lion but stopped at the moment when the mouse has offered to help the lion out of the trap. This demonstrated the way that a story can follow an infinite number of variations and it is up to the narrator to decide the course that the story will take. This makes for independent thinking and confidence in making the choice of what happens next and why.

Storytelling has been brushed aside in favour of literacy but is making a comeback. It has been recognised as being a different medium from stories which are written to be read aloud. There is a big difference between the written story being spoken and the oral telling of a story. She is able to help learners define the “bones” of a story and recognise a structure which they then can flesh out however they like.
Storytelling can be used to boost confidence among learners, help them with their oral skills and even with presentation skills for job interviews.

JD spoke about intergenerational work where reminiscence work is done with elderly people and a songwriter is on hand to help the children turn those stories into songs. The children take the songs back to the older people who appreciate the way their stories are valued and recognised. Storytelling has beneficial effects in allaying mental health issues and staving off dementia.
JD has also worked with pupils from a secondary school and its feeder schools to ease the transition phase for the younger pupils who may be nervous of the step up to the Big School.

JD has done inter-faith work in Israel working with Arabic and Jewish people to find a communality through story-telling. Similar work can be done in places where a sense of community has been lost and there is a need for a sense of shared history.
JD was commissioned by Surrey Hills Sustainable Development Fund to revive ancient stories from the local area which can be read on the website: http://www.surreystorytellersguild.co.uk/surreyhills.html
TB said there were many people on the estate who came to Merstham when the estate was first built. It would be important for them to reminisce and record orally the stories of their arrival and their first experiences of the Surrey countryside.

JD Storytelling is also for pure entertainment and fun and not just for children. Surrey Storytellers Guild organises the Three Heads in a Well workshops in Ewell, at which professional storytellers speak but also offer support and mentoring to those who would like to practise and polish their storytelling skills. There are “open mic” sessions at which anyone can have a go.

There is also a “Fearsome Fairytales for Fearless Adults” tour of Surrey with events taking place in Woking, Guildford, Kingston and Dorking; (see leaflets handed out.)

JR led a discussion about the value storytelling could have in the ESOL classroom where BME groups could be encouraged to tell their own traditional stories.

SM asked about those with low level English and whether they could tell their stories in their own languages.

TB said that even those for whom English is their first language are often unable to inject humour or enthusiasm in the telling of a story and lack a vocal range to make the story compelling.

JD spoke about bi-lingual sessions in which the story can be told both in English and in the learners mother tongue. She mentioned Peter Chand from Wolverhampton who went back to the Punjab on an Arts Council grant to research traditional stories and, consequently  performed  “Mangoes on the Beach”.
JD  The first week in February will be National Storytelling Week and that 2011-2012 has been designated The Year of Speech, Language and Communication.

CH There are some teachers who lack the confidence to tell stories in to their pupils and could do with CPD workshops in Storytelling.

JD said she enjoys working with those who lack confidence because of the progress they are able to make as they develop their skills.

AB was keen to find out more about the potential of Storytelling for U3A members.

PG mentioned a 6 hour storytelling course that Alexander Somerville, another professional storyteller working with JD, is going to be conducting at Epsom Downs Children’s Centre.

ACTION:   JD to discuss further with AB
5.Transformation Fund:









Surrey LLP and partners were successful in a bid which brought in £98,750 of new funding into Surrey.  The 3 key aims of the project are: 

1. To transform the way ICT is used and delivered in Community Learning and to provide sustainable legacies to the sector once the project is complete

2. To produce resources such as e-portfolios and a web-based information portal to provide support up to and beyond 31st March 2010. .

3. To build on and make effective use of existing ICT equipment and introduce mobile resources in rural areas and to learners in deprived communities.

The project is countywide and will involve multi-agency joint partnership working to support informal learning in the community. County radio stations and other media are also involved. On Friday 16th October SLLP and members of the project’s Steering Group appointed John Thurlow as ‘Champion for Transformation’.  John can be contacted directly with questions and expressions of interest for joint working by emailing jthurlow@surreyllp.org.uk .
There was some discussion about the way that this project can be successful when so many community halls lack adequate internet access and other basic facilities. And PG and SM discussed the lack of Adobe Photoshop on the bank of laptops at Welcare, Redhill, which would be a problem for the course Family Learning is hoping to run.
TB asked about free uploads and all agreed that you have to have the awareness of what is available and the knowledge to differentiate between those that are worthwhile and those that are not.

AB: the U3A both nationally and internationally use the internet for education, particularly the Australians because of the great distances between them. The UK U3A are working with the German U3A on a virtual U3A with online courses, see http://www3.griffith.edu.au/03/u3a/  Also the CVS have helped set up computer courses at Warwick School.
For those CLP members who did not know about the U3A, AB explained that there is no lower or upper age limit but it tends to attract mainly retired people who share a love of learning. There are no paid tutors: people share the knowledge they have with like-minded others. It is a model that the government held up as one to be replicated in informal adult education in the recent White Paper: The Learning Revolution.
6. Presentation by Clive Harris from Amac Training:

Clive was unable to attend the CLP meeting due to last minute problems with transport. 
ACTION: RC will send out his presentation electronically. (DONE)

7. CLP Objectives and Priorities:

There was a discussion around the lack of facilities and venues for adult learning as various community learning buildings close. This is balanced out by the provision of learning opportunities in children’s centres, such as The Kestrels in Caterham.

ACTION: RC to contact Linda Smith, children’s centre manager at The Kestrels, and ask for the next CLP meeting to be held there. Also, to arrange for a tour of the centre for CLP members. (DONE.)
JR There is quite a lot of provision from East Surrey College being offered at de Stafford, Caterham, particularly languages, cookery and arts and craft.

RC Surrey LLP has tried to analyse what different needs there might be for CLPs to engage with one another. SLLP has noticed that there are now networks in place that were not in existence ten years ago. These include Children’s Centre networks and schools confederations which allow members to network effectively and possibly not recognize the need for additional networking with external agencies. There is also the very practical reality that everyone is busy and is unable to attend all the meetings that might be beneficial to their organizations.  
SB   Guy Nelson from Oxted School is keen on adult learning and was an enthusiastic member of the ES CLP.

ACTION: RC to contact GN. (DONE)
TB Some confederation managers do not hold full-time posts which makes attending meetings more difficult.

SB If the East Surrey CLP wants to achieve something collectively, a geographical area would have to be agreed.

TB The Merstham Festival is in May and the Caterham one follows later in the summer. It would be helpful to have a coordinated response to the organizing of any adult learning activities planned for either event to avoid duplication and overlap. It is important to have a coordinated effort so that events are not isolated, stand-alone activities but build on one another’s success.
ACTION: CLP members to let RC know if they have plans which they would like to collaborate with partners in.

TB  A Storyteller from the Surrey Storytellers Guild would be a very good addition to the festival’s programme which will include history trails and circus skills workshops. There has to be a proportion of pure enjoyment so that the learning is not seen as something arduous. The learning is embedded and slipped in so discreetly that the learner only realizes afterwards that, the activity s/he was enjoying was also a learning experience.
JR Adult Learners Week at Bletchingley is also about getting the right balance between having fun while the learning goes on almost unnoticed.  Circus skills can give some people the chance to shine who in more conventional learning situations feel incompetent.

RC talked about Beth Hill, senior advisory teacher bethhill81@ntlworld.com  (01372 729422) from the Voices Foundation and the Sing Up! Representative, Angela MacKenzie (surrey@singup.org)  or 01483 517687. They are both keen to work with primary school teachers and teaching assistants and others in the community who would be interested in setting up a community choir. Angela MacKenzie will be organizing a big concert at Loseley House in the summer to which as many community choirs would be invited to sing as possible. This would be an opportunity for Merstham to have a choir up and running for the Merstham festival which would then be able to join in the event at Loseley House. With something specific to work towards, the project might enthuse a greater number of people.
ACTION: RC to put CH in touch with AM (DONE).

Members’ Marketplace:

AB: The U3A summer school was a great success with over 180 students and 13 courses. It is run jointly by the U3As in Surrey, Kent and Sussex. The next summer school is already being planned for as is the one-day conference at East Grinstead.
The Surrey U3As have collectively a membership of about 13,000, equal to 5% of the 60+ population.

PG: Family Learning will be running an EAL language class after half-term. The biggest difficulty is engaging with the learners. Last year’s adults language course was successful. The parents have to come to courses at the same school as their children as there are joint activities too. The children have to be over 2 years old in order to be able to participate in joint activities.
TB The Surrey Community Action ESOL courses being offered at the Merstham Community Facility would offer an alternative opportunity for those who need to access learning. Learners can apply for help with transport and childcare costs.
CH: At Furzefield 9 parents have nearly completed a parenting course, which is being run with the children’s centre. The Surrey Care Trust computer courses are on hold as the IT suite is being refurbished. Cathy Leamon may bring in laptops to be used in another room.

JM:  Welcare is now the designated SureStart children’s centre and presently, digital photography and Christmas crafts plus a Family Links parenting course are being offered. The WEA offered a course for a young parents group but the numbers were too low and it had to be cancelled. In Merstham, the Toy Library operates out of the Age Concern building and there is a lunch with crèche for young parents at the Football Club building.
JR Building work at East Surrey College progressing well and many courses are oversubscribed with a lot of interest already being shown in next year’s courses.

There is also building work at St.John’s School, Goodwyn’s Estate, Dorking which is where East Surrey College operates out of now that the Dene Street ACL building in Dorking has been closed. The Holmwood Block houses an Art room and an IT suite. Languages and cookery continue to be the most popular courses.
The “Bridging the Gap” event was not well attended. It could be that the leaflets were distributed too late and the public are not used the Community Facility being open at the weekend.
There will be a Christmas craft workshop at Bletchingley and a singing event at the Holy Trinity Church the Saturday before Christmas –“The Messiah from Scratch”.

ACTION: JR to send information to Duane Kirkland, Red Oak Children’s Centre manager at Furzefield School.
PG asked about the children’s centre rural bus and whether there was a mobile crèche along with it.
There was a discussion around some of the difficulties of using the rural bus. It needs to be able to park next to a building with running water to which it can be hooked up to and it needs a wide turning circle. There are staff on board who bring equipment but more needs to be supplied.
RC there have been several attempts to promote the setting up of mobile crèches as a social enterprise but, as CH says, it is difficult to pin down parents and volunteers.

TB the Community Facility has courses running every day except Fridays. The alternative therapy courses through Lucis College in partnership with Surrey Care Trust’s FACE project is very popular. The computer courses are also fully booked. Surrey Community Action is running ESOL, Life Skills and ICT for ESOL out of the facility.

On the 29th October, Surrey Wildlife Trust is running an event around sustainable living.

ACTION: RC to circulate electronically the flyers for this event. (DONE)

Any Other Business : There was none.

Date of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 9th March 2010 from 2-4pm at the Kestrels Children’ Centre (TBC).
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East Surrey Community Learning Partnership is part of the Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership, bringing together educational providers, learners and employers to improve the provision of learning and address skill shortages.
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