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East Surrey Community Learning Partnership

Minutes of the East Surrey CLP meeting on 9th March 2010

at Bletchingley Adult Learning Centre

1. Welcome and Introductions:

Present:

Janet Robinson (Chair,  East Surrey College)

Rebecca Court (Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership, Minutes)

Janet Johnson (Surrey County Council)

Pauline Guppy (Family Learning Surrey County Council)

Abby Guinness (Community Archaeologist SurreyCC)
2. Apologies:

Allan Hopkins (Warwick School)

Laura Paton

Tracey Burrows (CDW Reigate and Banstead)

Arthur Browne (U3A)

3. Minutes and Matters Arising:

No matters arising.
4. Presentation by Mavis Buwa (FAHPA: Faith and Health Promotion Association
MB was a YMCA community field worker in her native Zimbabwe until 1996, when she came to UK.
MB saw parents dying every week, leaving children unable to fend for themselves and her own life was in jeopardy because of the work she was doing in orphanages run by international agencies. She had to leave her own children behind.

MB’s work, raising funds for orphans in her native Zimbabwe was recently highlighted in the Surrey Mirror. However, MB is also working with a group of Zimbabwean and Sub-Saharan refugees and asylum-seekers based in Oxted and Caterham.

She is concerned about the plight of those young people who come to the UK with parents who have working permits but who then find that their own immigration status is precarious when they leave school and turn eighteen. They have no entitlement to go on to university and are left behind when others from their year groups go on to further study. While they wait for the “Right to Remain”, they suffer stress and isolation. FAHPA exists to offer them and their parents support and encouragement to participate in group activities and training opportunities. She urges them to show their appreciation of the better living standards they enjoy in UK by making sure that they earn the respect of their neighbours and “make them glad to live next door to you.”
MB talked about the Adult Learners Day which was held at FAHPA when Sam Sutherland, Hubble Community Enterprise, brought her puppets along, not only to put on a show but to encourage attendees to sing and speak through the puppets. MB said that one of the best things was that people of other BME groups also attended so it was a multicultural event. There was a “Bring and Share” lunch so that all groups could try each others’ national dishes. MB also spoke about assertiveness and confidence training through Barbara Morton, Business Link.
MB concluded by talking about a Women’s conference being held in Vienna which she has been invited to participate in. She asked for help in raising the 1,000 euros needed for her travel and accommodation expenses. JR was interested to find out more about the conference.

JJ and RC spoke about the £5,000 funding awarded through Members Allocation for FAHPA to buy a set of laptops which would be used by their members but which would also be made available for other community groups. This would create links with community groups that FAHPA might otherwise not be able to access.
RC is researching where to source the laptops to use in training, based on the equipment currently being used by SLLP as part of  its countywide Transform IT project. RC will also approach partner organisations and providers to find a suitable tutor to start with basic computer courses. This would enable FAHPA members to run job searches online, access information via the internet and participate in free online courses such as the BBC RaW literacy and numeracy courses.

MB has spoken to Oxted Community centre and is confident that they will be happy to allow FAPHA to hire one of their rooms for training purposes.

PG: spoke about the Home Access Scheme through which the government hopes to ensure that every household will have a computer. The application form is available through schools and is quite a complex document so Family Learning are offering Literacy courses specifically to deal with the filling out of these forms. There will be some technical support and free broadband connection for the first year.
ACTION: PG to send JJ information about the Home Access scheme.

ACTION:  PG to send information about the 5-11 programme to RC for circulation.

5  Transform IT Progress:

JR is on the Transformation Fund steering group and is aware of the success of this countywide project, using approx. £100.000 of government funding to transform the way technology is used in adult learning and take new online courses into the community. 
She and Liz Wells (Surrey Libraries) have visited some of the libraries together – Banstead being one of the most successful. East Surrey College’s sessional tutors deliver free courses in some of the libraries where the Online Basics course is used via the My Guide website. This means that those who have followed Transform IT courses are able to continue at the libraries after the courses have finished.
RC has been taking laptops to community venues and supporting organisations as they bring learners together and look for suitable venues. Many community and church halls do not have internet access so this is a particular problem that needs to be addressed. The SLLP ‘Champion for Transformation’, John Thurlow, has taken portable 3G internet dongles into some venues that do not have internet access but this solution is expensive and does not always provide the necessary coverage for the number of laptops required for a training session.

SLLP has been able to support Action for Carers in providing computer training using laptops at the Welcare and SureStart Children’s Centre, Redhill. 
Merstham has benefitted from a bespoke course that was designed to build on knowledge and skills already acquired through WEA provision at the Merstham Community Trust Facility.

Courses are about to start for 10 residents at Uplands, Eden Way, Warlingham which is one of Tandridge District Council’s  Sheltered Housing Schemes. If this course is successful SLLP hopes to be able to offer further courses in other sheltered housing accommodation.

6.Cuts in Adult Learner Responsive Budget
JR This is a major issue for providers. It means that certain courses like Hair and Beauty which have previously been funded can no longer be funded and courses have to be replaced. However, it was of less immediate concern for those members at the meeting from different organisations. This question was therefore not addressed in detail. 
7. Local Intelligence Report:

RC requested that all members let her know if there is information about their organisations that they would like to be made known to other CLP members and the wider public. If so, they should e-mail her with updates to be included in the reports that will shortly be available on the SLLP website.

ACTION:  CLP members to email information to rebecca.court@surreyllp.org.uk 
8. Family Learning Week,  National Family Week & Adult Learners Week:
8.1 Family Learning Week
There was a discussion about the introduction of a new ‘Family Week’ last year which has confused those who are more familiar with the Family Learning week or month in October. The Family Learning Week event in October is organised through Campaign for Learning and Family Learning in Surrey does not have any specific funding for events during that week.

PG explained that the words “Family Learning” are used by many different organisations in different contexts and it would be useful, in some ways, to brand the name “Family Learning” to avoid confusion.

JR: East Surrey College will be organising an event in Bletchingley which will include taster sessions in Floristry, Dance, Greek language and will include an Indian BBQ.

At the Party in the Park in Caterham ( www.defest.com ) East Surrey College will be showing parents how to do face-painting which they can practise on their children.

ACTION: JR to send details to PG re above.

8.2 Adult Learners Week
JJ noted that ‘Happy Healthy Merstham’ Week coincides with Adult Learners Week (15th -21st May 2010) and that funding has been made available for events and activities for that week as Merstham is one of four Priority Places in Surrey:
“The Surrey Strategic Partnership Delivery Management Group visited Merstham on 2 September 2009 as part of an exercise which has identified four high need areas of the county based on national, regional and locally validated data sources, such as the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) and the 'Heatmaps' developed by Surrey County Council”.

JJ noted that ‘Happy Healthy Merstham’ Week coincides with Adult Learners Week (15th -21st May 2010) and that funding has been made available for events and activities for that week as Merstham is one of four Priority Places in Surrey:
“The Surrey Strategic Partnership Delivery Management Group visited Merstham on 2 September 2009 as part of an exercise which has identified four high need areas of the county based on national, regional and locally validated data sources, such as the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) and the 'Heatmaps' developed by Surrey County Council”.

During a general discussion about possible activities JR described the Fast Food Horror Show that students from the University of Surrey devised which could be replicated and followed by a Healthy Eating taster session.
RC mentioned the possibility of the Storytellers Guild attracting audiences and the gospel choir at the Epiphany Church being able to inspire others to join a community choir. SLLP organised an Cultural Diversity event last year and is planning another this year in Woking.  RC will obtain the contact details and costings for the artists and acts commissioned previously and discuss them with Simon Bland, Community Liaison Manager, Reigate and Banstead Borough Council,  who is co- ordinating the event.
AG: Happy Healthy Merstham Week seemed a good opportunity to launch the new interpretation boards at the site in Merstham.
AG: suggested St. Catherine’s Church as one of the venues to have music activities such as a community choir.
JR mentioned Duncan, a colleague at East Surrey College who is also a choirmaster. He might be interested in supporting the Merstham initiative.

ACTION: JR to send Duncan’s contact details to RC.
ACTION:  JJ to send contact details of Ann Osbourne, Oxted choirmistress to RC.

ACTION :  JJ to contact Sarah Albert for more information about Happy Healthy Merstham.

Community Gardens and allotments:

There was a discussion about community gardens and waiting lists for allotments. 
JR spoke about the neglected Millennium Arboretum on the north-western edge of Dorking – behind St Martin’s school, which is now the  Dorking Community Orchard as part of the Transition Dorking project. JR spoke about a very popular lecture about pruning trees which was very well attended.
AG attended the Banstead Epsom & Ewell CLP on 02/03/10 and heard Jill Morris’ presentation about Community Gardens. She was very impressed with the idea of creating a garden from waste land and wondered if there were other plots of land that could be developed into community gardens.

ACTION: JR to send information re allotments to JJ.
8. Members’ Marketplace:

AG Albury Manor used to stand on the site behind the library in Merstham and some fascinating work has been done on or about the site to create an interpretation board for the site.  This has including taking rubbings of St. Katherine’s historic brasses. One of the lintels of the original house is built into the church. 
AG was looking for a suitable date to launch the erection of the interpretation board & community display.  Adult Learners Week/ Happy Healthy Merstham Week seems an obvious choice. 
(Alternative web) - www.surreycc.gov.uk/communityarchaeology (follow link to Community Archaeology Projects, then Merstham Community Archaeology Project) or  http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sccwebsite/sccwspages.nsf/LookupWebPagesByTITLE_RTF/Merstham+Community+Archaeology+Project+-+Interpretation+Board+for+Albury+Manor?opendocument")
PG: spoke about the success of an event at St.Theresa’s church hall where there was a mini sand-pit for simulated archaelogical digs and the participants were able to dress up in costumes loaned by Surrey Arts Wardrobe.
Family Learning is organising an event in Camberley on 27th March 2010 to raise awareness of what Family Learning has to offer. There will be half a dozen activities such as African drumming and dancing.

Participants will be asked to pre-book 2 activities which will all be two hours long. Family Learning hopes to collate contact details to ensure that information about subsequent courses reaches the intended learners.
If this is successful, it could be repeated in other areas.
Family Learning has run a 5 week course at The Kestrels called “Understanding Behaviour” and there will be a one-off storytelling event with Alex Somerville in April.

PG is collaborating on the development of a 5 week course called “Step into Schools” to aid transition from primary to secondary schools which she will pilot with Linda Smith at Kestrels as she has very strong links to the school.
RC mentioned the Transition Toolkit that Sarah Orton compiled while she was still working for Surrey PCT.

PG: Family Learning is also delivering a 6 week reading course for adults with Andrew Jolley at Holland School.
JR spoke about an idea engendered by an event she went to at St. Catherine’s Hospice where unwanted jewellery is recycled and used to create new pieces. On the 22nd May ESC are planning three two-hour sessions where people can dip in and out of jewellery-making workshops.
http://www.stch.org.uk/howYouCanHelp/TandridgeFundraising/jewellerydonationcampaign.asp
JR: ESC will not be in de Stafford after Easter. Tandridge Confederation are taking over the ACL building which is being refurbished. ESC still wants a presence and wants to run classes during the daytime. There has been a change of Head at de Stafford. It is possible that rooms could be rented in the main school building. However, ESC will no longer be able to offer cookery courses as they will lose the kitchen facilities.
 JJ Today was the day of the official opening of The Oxted Hub which is above the library. The upper floor has been converted to accommodate the TVSC and CAB and other ad hoc voluntary groups.

Looking ahead, JJ mentioned preparation for Caterham Festival which has grown out of the Health Check for towns through SEEDA such as the ABC report (A Better Caterham).
http://caterhamfestival.org/default.aspx
There was discussion about the various venues available and the potential for learning activities as part of the fun. Andrew Parr and Chris Windridge are key figures in the organisation of this annual event.
The suggestion that the Children’s centre mobile unit could be used for some activities prompted discussion about the possibilities but also the challenges that the use of the unit poses, particularly for Helen Acraman at Hurst Green who coordinates its use.

AOB:

There was no other business.

Date of next meeting:

The annual SLLP conference will be held at Woking Holiday Inn on Friday, June 11th. More details and a programme will be circulated nearer the time.  Please hold the date!
The next East Surrey CLP will be held on Tuesday, 15th June in Bletchingley from 2-4pm.ool and at the foot of Ranmore common –
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East Surrey Community Learning Partnership is part of the Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership, bringing together educational providers, learners and employers to improve the provision of learning and address skill shortages.
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