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Runnymede Community Learning Partnership

Minutes of meeting held at Strode’s College on 16 June 2010
Present

Tony Woodward, Strode’s College   (Chair)
Elizabeth Whiddett, Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership (Minutes)
Sylvia Carter, SCC Partnership Officer

John Ambrose, Local Education Authority

Gillian Ward, Stepgates School
Yvonne Hudson-Vaughan, Action for Carers
Michelle Wells, Home-School Link Worker, The Hythe
1. Minutes
Royal Holloway to be asked if the Community Learning Partnership could be involved in the Literary Festival for 2011.  SC suggested we ask Chris Hunt from RBC Leisure Division.  

Action:  EW to speak to Gavin from RHUL and Chris from RBC
2. Speakers

Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership Conference
The conference highlighted the potential role of SCC in leading on an adult learning plan for Surrey, although this still has to be confirmed.  The Adult Learning Plan is starting from a blank sheet and partners are invited to contribute their priorities and ideas.  NIACE gave an upbeat and positive presentation and identified senior members in the cabinet who were positive about learning.

The findings from the attendees will be sent by SLLP to Cass Hardy to influence the planning process but there is still time for partners to contact her with views and opinions, email cass.hardy@surreycc.gov.uk.  The plan is intended to be presented to the SCC cabinet during February 2011

Community Learning Partnership Objectives

TW explained the connections between our work and the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) managed by Runnymede Borough Council who look to the CLP for the learning objectives.  He presented some slides (attached) which gave the framework, context and plan, points discussed during the meeting appear below.
14-19 has not been a major target of the CLP only because we there are other groups that target this area within the partnership.

Skills for Life learning targets should be for those who have needs.  ‘Need’ may also be a desirable aim from benefit/health providers as well as from schools as parents are expected to provide support to their children.  The conference spoke about economic objectives of learning, not just accreditation. These may include less need for care homes, visits to the doctor, reduced crime or need for benefit etc.
SC said that ring fencing of some local grants will be taken away and although more freedom may come to local authorities the reality is that it is also likely to be less funding.
The two ward study of Chertsey Anne’s and Englefield Green West were key target areas and where the CLP should focus effort.

Volunteering was a way forward and it was suggested that we invite RAVS to the next meeting so see how we might partner or work together.   Action: EW to contact and invite
EW mentioned the mentoring scheme called ‘Toe by Toe’ which helps those below Entry level 1 to read and may be a solution to some identified problems of parents not able to read school notices.

It was noted that Runnymede did not have a Job Centre and no IAG presence and this is also on the agenda for further work.

Action: EW to put on next agenda

TW presented the objectives for consideration and said that to achieve, real commitment by partners is needed. Many partners were already working on the selected objectives within their own sphere.

SC suggested that we celebrate what we have already achieved – which is plenty but not necessarily within given objectives.

Action: EW to prepare some case studies to include the recent St Ann’s Heath success which began as a partnership between EW, the confederation and Family Impact funding from Sharon Salman.

YHV commented that attendance at the CLP meeting was erratic and that the same members did not come each time making progression quite difficult for particular themes
3.  Market Place

Sylvia Carter – SCC Partnership
Several courses have taken place in Englefield Greeen schools including a Spanish workshop, a cookery course and a course for 11-13 years olds looking at internet crime.    Drop-in sessions have started in Gogmore Park by the Children’s Centre and seem to be attracting parents with more challenging backgrounds. The Youth Groups will start meeting again from end of July, the new youth worker is Sarah Lovegrove. SC mentioned an LSP task group has been set up for the Olympic Games and that Royal Holloway will be one of the largest villages outside of Stratford.

Yvonne Hudson –Action for Carers
12 carers have become ambassadors and are able to relate to other carers problems.  
Gillian Ward – Stepgates Junior School
Family Learning has taken place and a textiles class with Strode’s College has been delivered, as well as a Storytelling event.  About 10-15 parents  struggle with reading school notices, a few of these are travellers. Gillian has some experience of mentoring using the ‘Toe by Toe’ scheme and thinks it is worthwhile.

Action: EW to follow up to see how we might engage some of these parents 
John Ambrose - Local Education Authority



Thorpe Lea has a new head of School and also Meadowcroft.

Elizabeth Whiddett - Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership
Following the Chertsey St Anne’s Survey, six people attended IT classes.  EW has been working with Sharon Salmon of Family Learning, REMA and St Ann’s Heath School at Virginia Water to set up a project to include travellers.  Six parents and 12 children attended.  Some parents will be taking further Family Learning classes.  
Michelle Wells – Home School Link Worker, Egham Hythe
Michelle commented that the event at St Anne’s Heath went really well.

Tony Woodward – Strode’s College

At least 60 adults have taken exams such as GCSE’s this year. More changes are expected with 14-19 year olds’ accreditation and Strode’s College has been supporting the Diploma and Pathways.  BTECS are on offer and popular. Cuts next year will mean that it will be harder to offer small group sizes in Skills for Life adult learning.

Date of next meeting

Thursday 30 September at 2pm at RAVS, Chertsey
