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Runnymede Community Learning Partnership

Minutes

RAVS, Chertsey
30 September 2010

Present;
Tony Woodward (chair) 

Strode’s College

Elizabeth Whiddett


CLP Runnymede (SLLP)

Kevin Delf



Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership
Solette Sheppardson


RAVS  CEO
Ronnie Spary



RAVS (volunteers)
Sylvia Carter



SCC Partnership Officer

John Ambrose



Local Education Authority

Gillian
Ward



Stepgates Community School
Charlotte



The Haven


Wendy Griffin



Surrey libraries

Peter Sims



RBC
Megan Metcalf


Runnymede Schools Confederation
Lesley Stark



ACL, Widening Participation
Susan Warwick


White Lodge
Graham Leon Smith


Seniors International 

Mahafrid Jawooji


Chertsey Partnership of Schools

1.

Welcome and Minutes
TW welcomed the group and thanked RAVS for allowing us to use their meeting room.  
Minutes of last meeting

EW reported that although no IAG sessions were held in Runnymede Alex Borge, Next Step  would be happy to hear from about groups and suggested Graham contact alex.borg@babcock.co.uk or look at the website www.direct.gov.uk/nextstep
SC reported that East to West would be supporting young people not in employment education or training (NEETS) at Egham Hythe.

2.

Speakers

RAVS – Solette Sheppardson and Ronnie Spary
Over 200 named groups are supported by RAVS.  It has over 400 corporate volunteers and places 2-300 volunteers every quarter and provides a mentoring service.  At present it has funding to support Duke of Edinburgh schemes.

A discussion followed about the Olympics and RAVS has not yet been requested to find volunteers as recruitment is through the official website but in March a local event is envisaged to inspire people to volunteer.  Royal Holloway is likely to be looking for its own volunteers to help in its Olympic Village role.
What’s New, What’s Changed– Kevin Delf, Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership

SLLP has written a paper (enclosed) outlining recent changes in the learning and skill sector.   Changes include a reduction in services from many agencies including Connexions and Business Link and changes to how adult skills are funded.  Further changes are likely after the comprehensive spending review on 20 October and SLLP will keep partners up to date
NIACE would be interested to hear good news stories about success in the field of adult learning – please send to ew@surreylp.org.uk. 
Kevin also spoke about the funding for Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership which is to be directed in 20101/11 towards the four Priority Places -in North Surrey this includes Stanwell where EW has to spend 80% of her time.  EW commented that work still continues in other areas but has to be streamlined and that she has a wide range of contacts to be able to sign post enquiries that cannot be answered immediately – but please ask!
CLP Objectives – Tony Woodward
TW explained that the CLP is also a sub group of the Local Strategic Partnership  (LSP) managed by  Runnymede Borough Council.  He presented the objectives (attached) and spoke about how we would be able to meet these objectives with our partners.

The last point on the objectives  ‘Promoting Enterprise’ was discussed and WG highlighted an excellent planned  partnership event between Brooklands College and the Library Service that did not go ahead.  It was thought that a similar Enterprise day might be attractive to the Runnymede Business Forum and support those interested in starting their own business.

Action TW to speak to Mark Adams.

Note; Courses are available at Surrey University for those over 55 interested in Enterprise.

Graham highlighted that many over 55s did not have IT skills and TW said that Strode’s had many courses and some of them would be free to job seekers on benefits.

Action Graham to contact TW and promote courses to his members.

3.

Market Place

Sylvia Carter – SCC Partnership
Chertsey Partnership have received help to prepare a bid to the Small Disadvantaged Areas Fund (SCC) to develop children’s verbal skills and increase KS score, outcome expected by January. Also responding to CSA survey with a project to publish a pictorial map of Chertsey showing location of facilities, giving telephone numbers rather than web-based information as residents in that area prefer this.
Gillian  Ward – Stepgates Community School
The school is one of nine finalists for the Rolls Royce Science Prize, with a possible prize of £10,000. The school has been working hard to attract parents  with Healthy Lunchbox event, and a science exhibition among others.

John Ambrose - Local Education Authority



Two schools have elected to become academies but Surrey is considering proposals for all Surrey schools to become academies.  
Charlotte Lowes– The Haven, Egham.
Charlotte has only been in place a month but is keen to see more adult and parents courses.   coordinator.haven@gmail.com
Action- EW to put Family Learning and Kate Shore from Strode’s College in touch.
Megan Metcalf – Runnymede North Schools Confederation
Two classes of IT training (22 people) are underway for TAs and a new literacy class has started.  Over 20 teaching assistants have achieved either Level 1 or 2.  Strode’s College provided  a Communication Skills course for parents and it is hoped that further classes will be available.  MM is hoping that the TAs will help to promote learning to the parents.
The three confederations will be asked to come together as a single confederation although they will retain their individual characteristics.  Runnymede will also be working more closely with Woking and Surrey Heath in the near future.

Mahafrid Jawooji – Chertsey Partnership of Schools
Most of the work with parent is channelled through the Children’s Centre but it is hoped that the bid submitted by Sylvia Carter will bring new learning for the children.  

Lesley Stark – ACL Widening Participation and Wider Family Learning

LS explained that she delivered wider family learning courses and adult only courses primarily to existing groups free of charge if certain conditions are met  but not to those in children’s centres or school as  Family Programmes  worked in these areas.   
  
Both are part of SCC Adult and Community Learning (ACL) who offer fee based adult learning in centres such as the Runnymede Centre.  LS  offers a wide range of subjects such as  accredited adult learning courses to below level 2 learners in areas of multiple deprivation in subjects such as Healthy Eating, Weight Management and Wellbeing, Improve your Confidence, Horticulture, Healthy Cooking, Returning to Work or Volunteering with Confidence, IT, Community Work Skills and Crafts and is keen to talk to anyone who has a group.  A 10 hour Wider Family Learning First Aid course  is already being delivered in Addlestone.  Please contact Lesley about courses and conditions on lesley.stark@surreycc.gov.uk
Kevin Delf /Elizabeth Whiddett– Surrey Lifelong Learning

KD reminded people of the laptop loan scheme that we run and bids are welcome for next term. We are also running a programme for Learning Champions in the mental health, military and ex offender sector. Details on www.surreyllp.org.uk  

EW reported that over 30 learners would be starting or continuing funded classes in North and South Runnymede as they had been set up before the changes.  Literacy and Numeracy would still continue to be funded but NVQ funded was likely to be channel into adult apprenticeships. The research in Chertsey St Anne’s had identified that some  parents felt unable to support their children as they did not understand some of the calculations used by schools today – Family Learning offered a very good ‘Keep up with the Children’ course that could address these issues and encourage literacy and numeracy skills in parents.
Wendy Griffin – SCC Libraries

Race on line /Get on Line 18-24 October –workshops and activities will be delivered with the nearest centre being Staines Library.  On 20th October a session will be run in Addlestone Library for those aged between 55-75.  

Free supported one to one beginners IT sessions for people with mobility problems will be held in 8 libraries including Egham and Ashford as part of Get online week. 

 "Read Yourself Well"  a booklist has been produced by Surrey libraries and a series of   Health and well-being events will be taking place in libraries during Winter 2010 and Spring 2011. Information available at local libraries and on the website.  

Susan Warwick – White Lodge Centre
A new head of service has been appointed.  The Rendez Vous adult learning centre is to be reviewed.  Hydro and Physiotherapy fitness groups and creative arts sessions have performed well this year.
