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Runnymede Community Learning Partnership

Minutes

Strode's College, the Literary Institute

Tuesday 5 April 2011,

Present;
Tony Woodward (chair) 

Strode’s College

Kate Shore



Strode’s College

Elizabeth Whiddett


CLP Runnymede (SLLP)

Gillian
Ward



Stepgates Community School
Charlotte Lowes


The Haven Children’s Centre, Egham


Wendy Griffin



Surrey Libraries
Cathy Hooper



Surrey Libraries
Peter Sims



RBC
Megan Metcalf


Runnymede Schools Confederation
Susan Warwick


White Lodge
1.

Welcome and Minutes
Minutes were approved.

2.

Speakers

Changes in the learning environment – Tony Woodward
Adult Community Learning will remain safeguarded for the near future on the same basis but a greater emphasis will be placed on impact and NIACE will be working to provide evidence of achievement. More local level decision can be made on high priority learning, but Strode’s funded programmes will continue to prioritise people with low levels of qualification.  Adult Learners Responsive funding will experience cuts, but for this year they are not as great as those effecting 16-18 year old students. Literacy and Numeracy classes will remain free of charge
Changes in Funding

The basis for fee remission will change, so that only those actively seeking employment benefit i.e. job seekers allowance will be eligible.  The effect will be felt by many priority groups such as lone parents and some with disabilities.  The funding  rate for literacy, ESOL and some literacy and numeracy courses  will be reduced, which will mean we will have to have higher number of learners in these classes..

Work-based learning no longer has Train to Gain funding as these funds will be directed towards apprenticeships.  

Brooklands College is working with Apprenticeships programme and still offer a wide range of leisure learning but do not have details at present about its community programme (PCDL funding).
3.

Market Place – Partner updates
Strode’s College – Tony Woodward/Kate Shore
As a result of reductions in funding Strode’s will not continue its Business School, but will incorporate business courses into the Adult Education programme.  The  Flexible New Deal will be replaced by a new Work Programme, but it is not yet clear how the College will be involved in this.
Community learning is now operating out of eleven centres on a regular basis.  The Adult Learning Award Ceremony will take place in the evening on 19 May, which coincides with the national Adult Learners Week campaign.

RBC – Peter Sims

The local council will need to find 1.3 million extra this year, however the Yellow Bus will still run and is now in its 9th year.  RBC is in dialogue with the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) which runs from the coast to London taking in the M3.
Gillian  Ward – Stepgates Community School
Family Learning continues at Stepgates and over 30 learners have participated.  Strode’s College is hoping to start a course in May for parents.  The confederation still has its Home School Link worker. 
Charlotte Lowes– The Haven, Egham.
A maths course is taking place and also confidence building at The Hythe and Englefield Green, provided by Strode’s College.
Megan Metcalf – Runnymede North Schools Confederation
18 teaching assistants have completed adult IT training with Brooklands and a literacy and numeracy class will be starting for parents.  A small class of adult reading is taking place with Family learning.

Helen Johnston (14-19) will be holding a youth conference at Sandown for years 8-9 who are expected to get below C level.

Several schools are looking at academy status including Magna Carta. 

Elizabeth Whiddett– Surrey Lifelong Learning

EW reported that SLLP were applying for several bids to cover Literacy and Digital inclusion.  A traveller is receiving one to one tuition following a bid to Veolia water.  The laptop loan scheme is still available and John Thurlow continues with learning champions and wants to run a course in North Surrey – JT will give a talk on the scheme next meeting
Wendy Griffin/ Cathy Hooper – SCC Libraries

Mobile libraries will cease operating and alternative schemes are being considered for some area.  A list of libraries expected to close has been published together with opportunities for voluntary groups to run them.  Arts and Crafts will be running in six libraries during Adult Leaners’ week.

Addlestone library will change its late night opening in Addlestone to Thursday. 
Susan Warwick – White Lodge Centre
Oakleaf Enterprise is renting space for a community task force.  Action for Carers is holding IT/Creative Art workshops and there is a drop-in for people with physical difficulties and their carers.  In September an Open Day will be arranged for carers to try a ' taster' of activities on offer.
4.
Any other business.

EW reported that John Ambrose will be retiring and the committee thanked him for all his support and commitment to the Runnymede CLP over the years.

5.
Date of next meeting

20th June at 10am at St Anne’s School, Virginia Water.

