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SPELTHORNE COMMUNITY LEARNING PARTNERSHIP MINUTES

6 June 2010, Stanwell Youth Centre 
Present

Brian Harris

Spelthorne Borough Council    [Chair]
Elizabeth Whiddett
CLA, Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership  [Minutes]
Alex Williams

Spelthorne Together 

Karen De Souza
Stanwell Children’s Centre
Margaret Campbell
Thomas Knyvett College
Louisa 
Harper

Voluntary Action In Spelthorne (VAIS)
1. Introduction and Welcome

The national Building Schools for the Future programme has been stopped by the new government. Spelthorne had been identified as the first area in Surrey to be considered for this rebuilding programme, although the Spelthorne Building Schools programme will not now go ahead.  The Coalition government is considering their policy on schools rebuilding/ refurbishment funding. 
2. Speaker Opportunities

Adult Learning Plan

Surrey County Council has stated an interest in becoming the Lead Accountable Body in Surrey and leading a new Informal Adult Learning Plan.  A conference was held by Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership on 11 June and participants gave their views on what should be in a learning plan for Surrey see http://www.surreyllp.org.uk/conference2010 .  
The plan will be written by Cass Hardy of Surrey County Council who is still  interested to hear views and opinions; contact details cass.hardy@surreycc.gov.uk telephone 01483 519391.  A formal three month consultation will take place from October 2010 to January 2011.  

Another document worth reading, is a draft of the Surrey Worklessness Assessment which can be viewed on http://tinyurl.com/surreyworklessness .

Update on activities in Stanwell.

· The Children’s Centre will move into its new home on the site of the Youth Centre in Hardrian’s Way in mid August and the Ashford Hospital site will close.  Over the summer three coaches full of families will be going to Littlehampton for a day out.  The centre has three new outreach workers who will be encouraging parents with young children into the centre and finding out what facilities and activities are wanted. 

· Stanwell Moor Children’s Centre continues to meet in the Village Hall on Wednesdays from 1-2.30pm
· A fun day has been organised for 8 August 2010 in Northlands by the Residents Association.

· IT classes will continue in the Village Hall from September although the Sewing class for travellers on the Ponderosa site has finished.
· The communication workshops run by A2 Housing went well after a slow start and have now finished.  The Stanwell Community Project was shortlisted for ‘What we are proud of’ award and A2 are awaiting the results of the Best Initiative Housebuilders Award 2010.  Mandie Wilde is working with a potential ‘Radio Stanwell’ initiative.

· A programme for those not in education training or employment (NEET) is offered in Staines by NACRO in Art and Sports, and a health drop in for all young people is offered  by  the Connexions Centre in Staines who hope to start some outreach work in Stanwell.

· The Citizens Advice Bureau is present at the library one day a week

Funding

EW has applied for £1500 for IT support in Stanwell, particularly for those who may have received new laptops from the Home Access Fund.  Thomas Knyvett College is a partner but engaging with parents has not been easy.  A focus group was discussed following KD’s comments that we should know what Stanwell people want.  The group thought this might be a good idea but BH thought the Disadvantage Fund had received quite a few proposals.  

Action: EW to contact SCC Partnership Officer and to consider further views and funding.

3.Partnership Update

Brian Harris – Spelthorne Borough Council

The new private school St James’s will open in September with David Boddy as head of the school.  They are interested in building links with the community and allowing its outdoor facilities to be used by the wider community.

BP has recruited 19 people from Surrey (11 from Spelthorne) for its young Leadership award out of 100 nationwide places.  Two of these are from Thomas Knyvett’s College
Alex Williams – Spelthorne Together

Alex sends out a weekly newsletter which can be used to advertise courses and activities to schools.

There is fund of up to £300 for those wanting Family Support Training.  Parenting Puzzle has been a popular choice.

Loiusa Harper - VAIS

Awards were given out during National Volunteering Week and were very well received by many people who had never been given a certificate before.  Over 360 volunteering opportunities currently exist covering a wide range of subjects such as looking after animals, PR and Fundraising, walking horses etc. They have also not found it easy to engage with Stanwell residents.  

EW suggested that people might not appreciate the range of opportunities that existed and perhaps there was room for partnership work in promoting volunteering.  Over 1,000 volunteers are on their database but emailing them was not straightforward.

Strode’s College has a course for volunteers leading to accreditation which might be of interest to many and EW suggested that it would be easy to set up other courses such as IT for volunteers if needed. 
V-Involved for young people over sixteen has an award structure.  At present a bid was being written for Olympic-inspired opportunities and BH was interested to know more.

Action  KS to contact LH and EW to involve LH in Stanwell activities
Action  LH to send details of Olympic bid to BH

Kate Shore – Strode’s College

Kate provided details of new courses.  KS has been working in two centres: Clarendon Children’s Centre with Confidence Building Courses and a  BTEC Childcare Course.  The requested ESOL class at Clarendon had no take up and will not go ahead.  IT is taking place at Bucklands School in Staines.

Their adult learning event was well attended and many adults received certificates for the first time in their lives.  Families were invited and the event was a great success and heart warming.

AOB and date of next meeting

6 October at 1.00pm at St Saviours Shop Front in the Parade, Sunbury on Thames.  
Full details and agenda will be supplied
