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Woking Community Learning Partnership

ATTENDANCE AND ACTIONS OF THE MEETING HELD ON
 WEDNESDAY 27th January 2010
AT 2.00 AT WOKING COLLEGE

1.  THOSE PRESENT:
Elaine Tisdall
(Chair)

Surrey Care Trust
Tasha Feddery

Surrey Wildlife Trust
John Ambrose 

SCC Local Education Officer 

Abby Guinness

SCC Heritage

Sandra Scott 


Sheerwater Children’s Centre 
Nicky Bolden


Old Woking Children’s Centre
Bob Morgan


Sheerwater Community Development

Lisa McLean


Lakeview Community Tutor (LCAG)

Sian Sangarde-Brown
Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership
Apologies:
Glenys Craig (
Lifelong Learning for Surrey Libraries), Barbara Morton (Business Link Enterprise Gateway), Terry Eckersley (Ypod - Woking YMCA),  Martin Ingram (Principal, Woking College), Chris Maher (Guildford College),  Jill Gibson (Workers Education Association (WEA), Debra Ibbotson (UniS Widening Participation), Marilyn Birks (AimHigher), Hind Rawaf (SCC ACL Widening Participation), Chris Maher (Guilldford College), Yvonne Hudson-Vaughn (Action for Carers), Sue Pickerill (SATRO)
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Transform IT 
It’s all about up-skilling tutors and community learners to be able to take advantage of 21st century technology.  
According to a NIACE report, 1 in 3 adults still don’t use the internet.  Our project, which was a positive outcome of last summer’s SLLP conference on the Learning Revolution white paper at Denbies, is funded through the Department for Business Innovation and Skills' 'Transformation Fund' and is managed by SLLP on behalf of a partnership of fifteen Surrey organisations, including colleges, the voluntary sector and Surrey County Council. 
We are part of the Learning Revolution.  We have set up the TransformIT web portal which has separate zones for learners, tutors and partners.  Tutors can access free learning materials, and learners can access free tutorials online from numerous organisations, all are safe, tried and tested.
The development of Online basics by BIS forms part of the Government’s response to a review of ICT User Skills, published in June 2009. The report recommended support for the 11.6m adults in England of all ages and all levels of education who do not have basic IT skills to help them get to grips with technology. This complements the Government’s national roll-out of Home Access for children in Academic Years 3-9 (aged 7-14) also announced in January by DfCFS (a free computer for children whose family meet the criteria).   We also have banks of laptops that can be used on short-term loan for community learning.  Courses are running in Lakeview and at Cornerhouse with a Nepalese group and SHIFA, a support group for Asian Women.
-Transition arrangements for adult learning in surrey-

Members of Surrey's three Action for Communities Partnerships attended a Seminar in December 2009 to share information about the Transition Arrangements in Surrey for adult learning provision from 2010 onwards.  We heard presentations from Surrey LSC and SCC’s Frank Offer; Copies of which available on SLLP website.

Frank Offer closed the seminar by stating four intended actions:
· A Plan for Adult Learning -Discussion of a proposed plan for adult learning had been well received and will be taken forward.   The plan is likely to be broad in scope with specific sections for different aspects of learning.  Wide engagement is required, and the plan would need to link to Surrey Strategic Partnership, transport plan etc.

· Communications - 14-19 transition arrangements are already communicated by a monthly one-side newsletter.   Frank committed to the creation of an adult transition newsletter to be circulated to those present and the wider Action for Communities mailing list.  This could potentially be hosted on the Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership website
· Adult Transition Group - The time is right to create a representative group to advise throughout the transition process.  This would need to include the Skills Funding Agency, Surrey County Council, the Learning and Skills Council and representation from providers, the VCS and other bodies.  It would be necessary to communicate how this is to be formed, when it will meet and how to get items onto its agenda.

· Frank will take the development of this group forward with the help of Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership.  It was proposed that this group should meet early in the new year.

Future briefings on transition and planning - It was proposed that in future the three Action for Communities Partnerships meet as one.  The next cross-county planning and transition seminar would be during late February/early March 2010, details to be confirmed
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Lakeview –Andrew Hargreaves the Community Engagement Worker and his team of keen mechanics at the Lakeview Social Centre are transforming old bicycles into new, roadworthy forms of transport as part of the Lakeview Woking Cycle Stations Project.  This is all about members of the community learning new skills and creating a mini enterprise.  Bikes are donated and mechanics teach others how to repair them; they are then sold to help fund the initiative or some are used in the community.  The weekly get-together takes place on Tuesdays between 5- 8pm. The initiative is open to anyone, of any age, from Lakeview and the surrounding area
Lisa Maclean who has been working for the Lakeview Community Action Group (LCAG) Hands On project, and updated the WCLP meeting about some of the innovative work she’s been doing with groups of women at the local Social Club.   She has weekly sessions with small groups of women whose first language is not English.  Much of the sessions are led by the women who bring questions about their day-to-life and topics that they want to discuss that are puzzling or difficult to understand. The women are becoming more confident learners and are now accessing IT learning through the TransformIT project.  There is a waiting list and now men are coming forward to ask for the same opportunity.  Funding for this project is coming to an end.
Sheerwater Skills Club
The first meeting of the Sheerwater Skills Club took place on Wednesday 27th January at the Parkview Centre. The idea is to get a group of local residents together and to seek training opportunities for them. Thirteen people attended this event and discussed their ambitions about jobs and work and what training, courses and support might help them achieve what they want to do. Barbara Morton from Business Link attended and gave a presentation. The next session is on 17th February at 18.30 about Confident Communication, followed by Assertiveness on 3rd March and Assertiveness on 17th March.
Sheerwater Therepuetic Art Project

A charitable organisation called Creative Response will deliver creative art sessions at the Parkview Centre in Sheerwater. Their aim is to provide a therapeutic experience for people who experience mental distress, alcohol and drugs misuse or multilple needs. The idea is to increase people’s confidence and self esteem and help them to improve their own circumstances. Clients will be referred by appropriate agencies and this is due to begin on the 1st March. 

Contact Bob Morgan, Sheerwater Community Development for more info

	WOKING LIBRARY
Everyone has a story to tell.
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Last year Surrey Libraries helped large numbers of people to take part in BBC My Story.  Adults were invited to write a true personal story and enter it into a UK-wide competition with the chance of having their story featured on a BBC television programme in 2010 and even published as a book.

Over 7500 people entered the writing competition and 30% were adult learners who had level 2 literacy qualifications or lower.
The winners of the competition will be announced later in the year.  Surrey had one  the highest number of entries (after London). 

Simon & Sneha: My Story Volunteer

The tutor’s worksheets and lesson plans are still available to download for free on the BBC My Story website – you can find them all here.
The next initiative is the 6 book challenge which has run so successfully in the past in ESOL classes and other community groups.  If you are interested or know of anyone that would like to get involved email Glenys at glenys.craig@surreycc.gov.uk
Glenys is happy to come out and visit groups and then welcome them to the library for a visit.
MONEY SKILLS WORKSHOPS for 16-25
Do you work with young people who would benefit from getting smarter with money, learning about saving, credit and payslips?   

A new 2-year initiative between FSA, Citizens Advice Bureau and Barclays is starting in February 2010, will provide free financial skills workshops to young people (aged 16 - 25) across Surrey.

  

The Money Skills Workshops last for 2-3 hours and can be tailored for the particular group attending. The aims are to enable people aged 16-25 to make well informed money decisions as they meet the financial challenges of early adult life. 
 
WHAT NEXT: If you are interested in hosting a Money Skills Workshop or referring young people for training please contact Joanne Bumpstead - joanne.bumpstead@live.co.uk or  phone 01797 227002.


FUTURE CAMPAIGNS 2010
· Silver Surfers’ Day     
-   Friday 21st May www.silversurfers.digitalunite.com
· Adult Learners’ Week 
 -  15th -21st  May  www.niace.org.uk/ALW/2010
· Learning at Work Day
-   21st  May           www.learningatworkday.com
· Family Learning Week     
-   October  (dates tba) www.campaign-for-learning.org.uk
   
There is a new booklet on linking family events and activities to further learning. 

Download Discovering New Worlds.
In the WCLP sub-group, Lifelong Learning in Sheerwater and Maybury we are working hard on how our Family Learning events can have more impact on the future learning for both children and their families. 

	


Actions:  
· Sandra, Bob and John to discuss intergenerational learning opportunities through TransformIT. An intermediate course for Sheerwater.

· Liaise with Cheryl Brown, Abby Guiness, Tasha Feddery and John Thurlow about Gypsy literacy/family history classes – tutor training of CHIPS, etc and Loseley Park Cultural Event June 2010
· Toe-by-toe, a buddying literacy scheme is to be discussed at the CLP sub-group for Sheerwater and Maybury.

· Look for funding for the Lakeview Hands On project.

· Alert that Old Woking Children’s Centre is looking for space to deliver Adult learning.

DATE OF NEXT CLP MEETINGS:

WEDNESDAY 28th APRIL 2010
                        at 3-4.30pm at Woking College

                                                      
 then  Wednesday 29th September 2010
SLLP CONFERENCE 2010  -  Friday 11th June
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Woking Community Learning Partnership is part of the Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership, bringing together educational providers, learners and employers to improve the provision of learning and address skill shortages.
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