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Westborough TransformIT

Newsletter No. 1  -  7th May 2010
The aim of Westborough TransformIT is a three month ‘blitz’ of up-skilling opportunities in Westborough and Park Barn that attract those who do not currently engage in learning.  We want to make a positive impact on over 16s who are not in training or employment, or work part-time and want to upskill.
We are doing this by centring activity on a ‘champion with a bank of internet enabled laptops’ who is working in community venues with groups and individuals.  We are working with partners who are delivering courses alongside the project, and planning together for progression for the people that get involved.   The funding for this project is from the Surrey Improvement Partnership and the bid was supported by Guildford Local Strategic Partnership.

 We plan to provide a newsletter updating on progress every two weeks.  We started working with our first learners last week and so this is the first newsletter.

This is what we have achieved so far:
Partners engaged
We have spoken to the following organisations with a view to partnership working in Westborough/Park Barn:

· ACL Widening Participation

· Park Barn Centre

· Guildford Borough Council inc. Housing, Business Systems, and the

Community Safety Wardens
· Guildford Action

· Barn Youth Project

· St Francis Church

· St Clare Church

· The Spinney Children’s Centre
· Voluntary Action South West Surrey

· Kings College

· West Guildford School Confederation

If you think we have missed you and you want to be involved please e-mail or call us as per the contact details at the end of this newsletter.

Courses already started or scheduled to start
The following briefly list the venues, learner groups, subject, partners and any useful comments for the courses we have already started or have agreed a start date for.

	Venue
	Learners
	Day & time
	Partners
	Comments

	Park Barn Community Centre, Cabell Rd, Guildford GU2 8JH
	Women’s Group (all ages – physical disabilities or mental health issues)
	Wednesday 9:30-11:30 am, 5 weeks)
	Guildford Action


	SLLP provide laptops & dongles

	Park Barn Community Centre, Cabell Rd, Guildford GU2 8JH
	Women’s Group – Fitness and Healthy Eating
	Wednesday 9:30-11:30 am, 5 weeks (starting 26th May)
	Guildford Action


	Waiting to confirm extended booking of Centre

	St Francis Church Hall, Beckingham Road, Guildford GU2 8BU
	Older learners
	Monday, 7-9 pm, 5 weeks
	St Francis
	SLLP provide laptops

Need to check WiFi

	The Spinney Guildford Grove Children's Centre, Southway, Guildford GU2 8YD
	IT Drop-in – anyone from the community
	Wednesday, 2-5 pm, 10 weeks
	The Spinney
	Use Children’s Centre laptops & wireless

	The Spinney Guildford Grove Children's Centre, Southway, Guildford GU2 8YD
	Beginner’s Internet
	Monday, 10-12 am, 10 weeks
	ACL Widening Participation – Family Learning
	Use Children’s Centre laptops & wireless


Courses that are being set up:
	Venue
	Learners
	Day & time
	Partners

	Park Barn Centre, Park Barn Drive, Guildford GU2 8EN
	Learners who have already completed ACL’s OCN IT course – offer progression to internet course
	Monday afternoons
	ACL Widening Participation

ACL to facilitate communication with past learners

	Park Barn Community Centre, Cabell Rd, Guildford GU2 8JH
	Women’s Group – Short course with progression opportunity to Confidence Building (OCN accredited)


	tba
	ACL Widening Participation  to offer 11 week course in September

Guildford Action


We are working with Guildford Borough Council to establish if:

a. the creation of a small community laptop loan scheme, and 
b. an IT drop-in centre at the Park Barn Centre are viable 

Efforts to find more learners
We are shadowing the Community Safety Wardens on Friday, 7th May and hope they will be able to make useful suggestions and introductions.  Flyer will be shown on all noticeboards.  We will also be approaching people in the pubs, clubs and betting shop!

Other aspirations
Some of the specific contacts we have made with families suggest we need to liaise with Connexions and NextStep.  We need to find out more about the Home Access laptop scheme (eligibility and deadlines) and make sure families in the area are exploiting it, and getting the necessary support.  We need to talk to Community  and Voluntary organisations working in the community and encourage signposting between the multitude of initiatives.
Siân Sangarde-Brown




John Thurlow

sian.b@ntlworld.com




jthurlow@surreyllp.org.uk
07748 804078





07811 981092
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