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Elmbridge Community Learning Partnership
Minutes Thursday 27 May 2010
Cobham Day Centre

Elizabeth Whiddett

Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership

Georgette Watson

SCC Children’s Centre

Dorah May Hobbs

Love of Learning

Lynne
Sinclair

Love of Learning

Sandra
 Jones


Action for Carers

!
Welcome

Lat minute apologies received from Carol Bates, Brookland’s College who was intending to chair the meeting in place of Jo Cox who is on maternity leave.

2.
Speakers

Love of Learning – ESF Project; Looking Good, Feeling Good, Back to Work.

Lynne and Dorah spoke about their project in Cobham for unemployed women .  Six workshops have taken place and they are now on their second series and successfully engaging with the community.  Sessional partners include JobCentre Plus, Voluntary Action Elmbridge, Brooklands College and Look Ahead Housing.  Courses include CV writing, interview skills, confidence building, Voice coach, IT (although this turned out to be a literacy class), make up and hairdressing among others.  Work placements are encouraged and a mentoring system is in place
People were referred through a variety of partners including Children Centres; Homes School Link Workers, and Elmbridge Confederation of Schools.  Ages range from 17-68.  The session stake place on Tuesday mornings and anyone with further interest should contact Dizhobbs@

What’s needed in Elmbridge

EW highlighted the need to support those who cannot read or write because, although there are only few, classes do not tend to cater for those at such a low level and rebuilding of confidence is often needed.   Love of Learning said that they have two people that need special help and asked what is available.  EW to investigate.  GW also thought that Children’s Centres were also finding very low levels but it was difficult to establish the level. Dorah put their success down to taking time to gain the trust of their learners, being there for them, expecting the unexpected and constantly ringing them to ensure attendance.  Unfortunately time is rarely available for such support but it does prove that it works.

Action- EW to send out an assessment to help establish if they are below Entry Level 1 and a card to show how national qualifications compare.

SJ commented that when she was working in mental health the customers did not like classes being obviously labelled.  Funding IT classes for Carers was quite difficult as the  European Computer Driving Licence was popular
GW thought that sharing resources and the ability to progress learners was going to be important when funding was tight.

There was a general feeling the Job Centre Plus staff were very busy and did not always give the consideration and time that vulnerable people needed; sometimes just wanting them to sit them in front of a computer to complete forms and search.  Some do not have the skills.  Sandra commented that vulnerable people can sometimes be aggressive which does not help their case.  

Action  EW will talk to Simon Dann

3.
Partnership update

Georgette Watson – SCC Children’s Centres

Elmbridge now has eight children’s Centres, Thames Ditton and Long Ditton were the last to join.  In October all 69 centres in Surrey will have a spending review and a few changes are expected.

Sandra  Jones Action for Carers

Sandra is from the SCC Mental health Team and standing in at present. The main centres are Reigate, Elmbridge, Spelthorne and Mole Valley with a head office in Burpham 

IT courses have been popular and they are able to offer respite for the carers but they need to be funded..  Sandra advised that the American Women in Surrey fund some local events and may be useful for two ladies needing literacy help.

Elizabeth Whiddett – Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership

Lower Green now has ESOL and IT classes running..  Six volunteers are taking NVQ levels at Brooklands College in childcare.  Amanda Manship, an acquaintance of Jenny French and  who lives quite close to Lower Green has taken on the coordinators role. Few from the community are offering to become Trustees or volunteer to help Jenny who has quite a work load.
ESOL classes will be starting soon at the Molesey Youth Centre, it is a partnership between SLLP, Surrey Community Action and Three Rvers Children’s Centre and perhaps Chandlers Field. A crèche will be provided

EW is also working with Groveland’s School to see if a class can be established for those with literacy levels below entry level.  Family learning will be starting workshops soon and follow on classes expected in September.

The Cookie factory will resume ESOL classes this month, this is a partnership between SLLP, Train to Gain, Brooklands and the Cookie Factory.

EW was looking for funding for the Cromwell Centre in St. John;s and it was hoped that Love of Learning might coordinate a ‘stage fighting’ course with theatrical ‘fight’ make up (bruising and scares etc) which might interest Dads and Lads.  The group has heard about changes to STARS

Action; EW to investigate the situation.

4.  Any other Business.

EW asked Joy  Willshire from Elmbridge Borough Council about the future of One Elmbridge now without a manager, but a decision has not been made.  
Brooklands College were seeking a new principal and the second round of redundancies was due to finish soon..  Ashford Campus will continue as normal at present.
