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Minutes from the Elmbridge Community Learning Partnership
Brooklands College 4 November 2009
Present


Jo Cox


Brooklands College (chair)

Stella Burgess

One Elmbridge Partnership (Vice Chair)


Elizabeth Whiddett
Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership (coordinator)


Wendy Griffin

SCC Libraries


Patricia Aylott

Pre School Learning Alliance

Sally Yoxall

Three Rivers Children’s Centre


Carole Ann Roycroft
Voluntary Action Elmbridge


Yvonne Hudson
Action for Carers

Nikki Anghileri
Elmbridge School Partnership
1.
Welcome 
2.
Minutes
CAR reported back on the Cobham Community day and said that she did not think it had attracted the right people (few from the surrounding area) and that publicity had been better for the Cobham Heritage day.
3.
Speakers

New Opportunities in Partnership – EW reporting
· Lower Green Community Association was now back on track, thanks to a grant from the Grassroots Fund for maintenance, and that a new Chair, Dave Short, had been appointed.  Jenny French was working hard on outstanding debt, arranging a deep clean of all areas and putting the paper work in good order.  Pre-School Learning Alliance, Brooklands College (ESOL for the Cookie Factory), Happy Days parent toddler group and the Gold and Silver Club for older people were using the facilities.  Following a successful bid by the Lower Green Association with the support of the CLP, £8,000 had been awarded and would pay for a co-ordinator one day a week, to be appointed in December. A programme was being developed for the first phase.  A Christmas event was planed for 19 December from 11am and the construction bus would be present as well as learning partners.  Everyone welcome.

· Cobham Fairmile.  U3A did not have a great response from the community day and Elmbridge U3A is not supporting another branch in Cobham.  Without a community champion to drive this forward and evidence of demand, it is unlikely to progress any further.

· Love of Learning has also been awarded an ESF Community Grant to work with women in Cobham and we will be discussing how partner might help at the next New Opportunities meeting.

· A WALK- in event (work, advice, learning, knowledge) is planned for 25 November in the Cromwell Centre St John’s Walton.  Citizens Advice Bureau, JobcentrePlus, Brooklands College and Nextstep will be attending.  Leaflets will go to all houses and further publicity planned – EW will write a press release.

· Chandlers Field School.  EW has spoke to the new head and she is keen to progress Level One and two courses for the teaching assistants and skills courses for parents.  We have agreed a Family day in May and will be working with Three Rivers and partners in the New Opportunities meeting.
4.
Market Place update

Stella Burgess – One Elmbridge Partnership.

The new website is going live soon and Stella is happy to arrange links with partners, she is also working on a newsletter.  A training programme on ‘Soft Outcomes’ is being planned.
Wendy Griffin – SCC Libraries

The children’s book festival will start in March (4 March is World Book Day).  It will include workshops, theatre productions, storytelling, new media and suit all ages.  ‘My Story’ initiative continues and support is available in Weybridge Library on Tuesday 10-12.  Walton is working with Brooklands College on Skills for Life and ESOL courses.  
Jo Cox – Brooklands College

Jo wanted to correct rumours about the Ashford Campus closure.
The college did not receive the promised funding and has to cut back operations.  Ashford Campus is to be closed; some parts such as Construction and Hairdressing may stay.  There are no A level students here and other students will go by bus to Weybridge campus and many already take this route.  All A level students will be transferred to other colleges and space was available.  Jo also wanted to confirm that National Diplomas at the appropriate grade are equivalent to GCE A levels and suit some students far better than the A level syllabus.

Brooklands is also working with the probation service.  The local centre has closed so Woking or Staines are the next nearest centres. Brooklands is also working closely with Jobcentre Plus to provide skills courses.

Elizabeth Whiddett – Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership.
Claygate travellers now have a new teacher and funding is still available for 
One-to-one training for those who cannot read or write.  
A bid entitled ‘Transform IT’ has been awarded to SLLP and preliminary details about the opportunities for IT teachers and potential users is enclosed with the minutes.  
Carole Ann Roycroft – Voluntary Action Elmbridge
‘Stop Smoking’ campaign may be of interest to members but awaiting a bid outcome as there are no spaces for the next six months.  

Nikki Anghileri - Elmbridge Schools Partnership
Four home-school link workers are now in place and families can access the services.  Family Links course have been organised.  Extended services are looking at the Opportunity Subsidy available next year for children with needs to pay for leisure activities such as scouts, sailing, sports etc.  Start date is April 2010 and runs for a year.  Spelthorne has had been piloting the scheme for the last year.  Families can also be nominated and Home-Start may be nominating.  Funding can also be for transport, equipment or travel – all ages may apply 5-16 years of age.  Children eligible for free school meals are able to apply for a free laptop at present.
EW asked about ‘Transform IT’ and Safeguarding IT talks for parents.  Nikki said that although these talks had worked in other venues they had a very poor turn out and that Healthy Eating was better attended by parents.  Nikki said that children applying for laptops will not go via the school and they did not come with any training.
Action; EW/NA to talk to 4S/authorities to see if signposting to training might be available for parents of children receiving laptops.
Pat Aylott - Pre School Learning Alliance  

Classes were now in the Lower Green Community Association; cooking classes on Monday and a Father’s course on Saturday

Sally Yoxall -Three Rivers Children’s centre

Sally has some ESOL need.  Credit crunch cooking club was not well attended but second series of parent Puzzle was going well. 
Action - SY/EW to talk to Carol Bates, Brooklands College, about classes
Yvonne Hudson – Action for Carers

Action for Carers is running courses in Guildford based on IT, Confidence building and Presentation Skills.  It was suggested that they might like to have some information advice and guidance (IAG) sessions towards the end.  Brooklands College can provide the service,

Action; Yvonne to contact Jackie for IAG at Brooklands College 01932 797709

5.  AOB and date of next meeting
17 March, 1.30 Voluntary Action Elmbridge 
New Opportunities meeting to be advised

