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Minutes from the Runnymede Community Learning Partnership

Sayes Court Children’s Centre
Monday 8 February 2010
Tony Woodward
Strode’s College (Chair)
Elizabeth Whiddett
SLLP, Runnymede Community Learning Partnership
Kevin Delf

Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership
Susan 
Warwick
White Lodge
Peter Sims

Runnymede Borough Council
Sylvia Carter

SCC Partnership Officer

Emm Barnes

Royal Holloway UCL, Outreach

Bev Harris

4S

Wendy Griffin

Surrey Libraries
Michele Weaver
Runnymede South Confederation

Megan Metcalfe
North Runnymede Confederation

Mahafrid Jamooji
Chertsey Partnership

Sharon Salman
SCC Family Learning (Impact Funding)
Sally Russell

Chertsey Museum

Sam Aylwood

Sayes Court Children’s Centre

Jayne Watson
            Outreach, Sayes Court Children’s Centre 
Jane Perry

Haven Children’s Centre

Zoe Felix

Chertsey Children’s Centre

Karen Henfrey

Chrysalis Parenting
John Ambrose

SCC Local Education Authority

Kate Shore

Strode’s College

Sarah Harris

Pyrcroft Grange Primary School

1.
Welcome and Introductions
Thank you to Sayes Court and Sam for the refreshment and venue

2.
Minutes and matters arising
Minutes were not discussed due to a large group and full agenda.

3.
Speakers

Runnymede School’s Confederations.

MW (Runnymede South Confederation) explained the three-area set up of the Runnymede Confederation (North, South and Chertsey Partnership) and handed around information about the objectives and extended services provision.  Please contact pm@runnymedesouth.org.uk if a copy is required.  Details were also circulated about the Home-school Link Workers and discussion threads can be seen below.  

MM Runnymede North:  working with EW and Train to Gain, 11 teaching assistants had passed Level 1 or Level 2 National Qualifications and courses continue.  Later this month ITQ classes were planned to help Teaching Assistants (TAs) and admin staff with IT.  Strode’s were running a BTEC course. MM is piloting the ‘opportunities’ fund which provides vouchers for clubs, sport and leisure activities for those that suffered from financial hardship.   The take up was a bit slow at present.
Jane Perry knows a football coach who will give reduced priced session and accept the vouchers.  Sylvia added that the RBC leisure centre accepts the vouchers.

MJ Chertsey Partnership; most of the recent training had been internal  and included training for Governors, First Aid and ‘child’s play’.  Adult learning was signposted.  
Home School Link Workers.

Details were provided on the Home School Link Workers (HSLW) and outreach workers whose role it was to work preventively with families, children and schools to provide early intervention, advice, information signposting and support in difficult times.  HSLWs worked one-to-one in the community and were in an excellent position to gain the confidence of parents who might need parenting or literacy skills support.  
MW said that HSLW were encouraging their people into the parents’ room at Ongar Place and from here are able to encourage them into learning.  Penny Randall is the person who is overall in charge.
ZF, Chertsey Children’s centre said that they had many classes running and the outreach system was working well to help parents into learning.

Adult funding and national changes
TW reported that alongside reductions in higher education funding, Adult Learner Responsive funding was being cut nationally between 10% and 25% from August.  The Skills Funding Agency (SFA) will take over responsibility for Adult Learning from the LSC in April and the Local Authority will take over funding 16-18 provision.  Train to Gain will also have cuts.  Full level 2 and full level 3 for 19-25 will remain a priority. Early indications are that PCDL will have the same amount of funds, but as this has not increased over the last few years it is therefore lower each year in real terms. 

CLP Terms of Reference

KD reported that the CLP was in its 10th year and it was a good idea to look at the terms of reference.  TW suggested that 14-19 should also be included if the CLP was to act as the learning and skills group reporting to the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP). A general discussion regarding terms and objectives took place.  

It was thought that many agencies supported children at school and our main target was adults, but that included parents of school children and any person no longer in school.  However we would always look at learning need no matter what age commented KD.  It was suggested by SH that the meetings should be about action, TW replied that the CLP is a diverse group with many different objectives but that actions of  individual agencies and groups, like the Two Ward study, were hopefully informed by discussions and links made through the CLP.
It was asked if employers were invited.  They had not been in the past but Runnymede had a successful business forum through RBC, members wanting to make contacts might want to attend the breakfast meetings.  The local Chamber of Commerce did not attend but is on the list of people invited to meetings.
4.
Market Place update
Sam Aylward - Sayes Court Children’s centre
The centre opened on 7 September 2009. Jayne Watson is the outreach worker, Natasha is administor and Maria, a student, will be working towards her NVQ for the next 12 weeks in the centre. Seven courses are delivered free to families.  An open day will beheld on 20 March 2010, see www.sayescourtchildrenscentre.com if interested. 

Bev Harris – 4S

The Home Access Grant Scheme provides internet access via laptops  to children in years 3-9 who receive benefits i.e. free school meals, income support etc. For eligibility call the helpline on 0333 200 1004.  There is a steering group that includes Surrey CC Adult & Community Learning, who will be looking to see how to make the best of the offer and training for parents.  Information is also available from Debbie Dart at 4S 0800 073 4444 x834342 or at debbie.dart@vtplc.com 
Sharon Salman – Family learning Impact Funding
Sharon is new to the role and has flexible funding to help those with low level skills who have not engaged in learning before.  Subjects could include reflexology, flower arranging, storytelling, health and beauty etc. and  groups can be small.    


EW commented that Chertsey/Virginia Water/Ottershaw area has c.130 traveller families and also many families who have low skills and harder to engage that could be targeted with this funding.  The funds will be available until 2011.

Kate Shore – Strode’s Adult Learning

Kate provided an update of classes taking place in the community:

Computing Skills for Life at Salesian Secondary School, Maths at Fullbrook Secondary School. English Language Skills at Ongar Place School, and Story Sacks at Stepgates School.  

The college is also delivering Literacy, Numeracy, Computing Skills for Life and an IAG qualification at Chertsey Nursery. ICT is taking place at White Lodge and Creative Embroidery is taking place at Virginia Lodge, Egham, with a BTEC course taking place at Englefield Green Infant School.  
There are a huge range of courses taking place at the Literary Institute, Egham – including Work skills, Courses for adults with learning disabilities, BTEC Health and Social Care, BTEC in Children’s Care, learning for Offenders, STEPS and courses in conjunction with Jobcentre Plus.

Sylvia Carter – SCC partnership Officer
A working group for Chertsey St. Anne’s had met twice and a bid had been submitted for funding a survey and focus group for closer community engagement.  
The next round of allocations bids will be May/June 2010.
STOP PRESS –the bid has been successful and the project will go ahead with the working group SC/EW and local director James Painter

Susan Warwick – White Lodge
Susan said they no longer worked with Brooklands but had courses with Strode’s and that carers were also welcome to join the courses. 
Elizabeth Whiddett – Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership.

The CLP were part of the team working with the Chertsey St Anne’s group.  EW is working with Sharon Salman in St Anne’s Heath school and will also be working with other schools in the area to attract travellers and those with low levels of learning and confidence under the Impact Funding.

EW was working with Megan and Train to Gain.  IT classes will be available for Admin and TA staff and the literacy/numeracy classes continue under Train to Gain.
EW said that free computer classes in the community and social networking courses  for charities and voluntary groups were available through the current ‘TransformIT’ project being run by Surrey LLP with Transformation Fund grant funding.  These are available free of charge at present but groups would need to start in the next five weeks. Topics included use of internet, face book, email etc.  Contact jthurlow@surreyllp.org.uk. 

The mobile phone project is just finishing in the Chertsey Day centre
Worked had started on the local intelligence report for 2010 and copies would be sent around for checking.  

Emm Barnes -  Royal Holloway

New events include Exploring Science on 27 February, the Literary Festival on 17 March and a Psychology Easter Group between 12-16 April.  

Emm can be contacted on 01784 276367 or at emm.barnes@rhul.ac.uk 
Action  EW to circulate details of Literary Festival

Jane Perry – Haven Children’s Centre

St Jude’s school would be the home of the Englefield Green Children’s Centre and expected date would be late September with an October 2010 opening date.
Jane had lost a staff member and was recruiting and hoping to have more parent learning classes in the future.  Jane spoke about the need for speech therapy for young children some of whom may not be exposed to enough communication in the home.  When asked if this was due to IT/TV based entertainment  MJ said that it may be getting worse with TV and computer usage but the main problems was that there was less support today and adult mental health issues may lead to speech problems in young children.
Zoe Felix / Karen Henfrey - Chertsey Children’s Centre

Karen spoke about an art project for those suffering depression or loss and also for parents coping with children with ADHD and managing stress.  Zoe praised the HSLW who recently bought in two more parents for numeracy skills.  
Action:  If anyone knows an art tutor please let the centre know.
Sarah Harris – Pyrcroft Grange Primary School
Sarah reminded the group of the importance of grandparents because when traveller children went accompanied on school trips it was often the grandparents that came with them. 

Sally Russell – Chertsey Museum
Free Saturday morning sessions were not being taken up and might not continue but half term events were jam packed.  The museum has pre-school activity, Museum Monkeys, Young Archaeology Club for older children, reminiscence boxes  and exhibition of original works of art and illustrations used in Nina Bawden's children's novels

Wendy Griffin – SCC libraries

The Book festival is on from 4-28 March 2010 and copies of the programme were handed out.  OCN basic IT courses were running with Adult & Community Learning.

5.  AOB and date of next meeting

13 May 2010, Time and venue TBC.
