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Minutes from the Spelthorne Community Learning Partnership
held at Spelthorne Borough Council

24 February 2010
Present


Brian Harris

Spelthorne Borough Council (Chair)

Elizabeth Whiddett
Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership (coordinator)


Louisa Harper
Voluntary Action Spelthorne

Anita Newman
Stanwell Field School

Christine Catt
Brooklands College

Serena Griffiths
Surrey Care Trust


Pauline Hedges
Surrey Chamber of Commerce


Tony Woodward
Strode’s College


Mandie Wilde
A2 Housing


Wendy Griffin
Surrey Libraries


Sharon Salman
SCC Family Learning


Christine Cudmore
Sun Ash Children’s Centre

1.
Welcome 
2.
Minutes and any other matters
The minutes were approved.
3.
Speakers
Mandie Wilde – A2 Housing
A2 has won a bid for Positive and Effective Communications to help Stanwell residents feel they are able to influence.  16 people will be trained and over 175 local residents can participate in practical workshops following an agenda shaped by problems experienced by the group.  Project must be completed and written up by 31st May

Mandie showed the group a book about Stanwell based on stories from local people growing up in the area.  A DVD was also available for sale, see Mandie for copies.
The development is at phase one with the first occupation of the new house not expected until 2011.  The development is a mix of private affordable and social housing.

Elizabeth Whiddett – St Saviours new shop front

The shop front previously used by the CAB in Sunbury Parade has been taken over by St Saviours for community use.  Anna Evans, the co-ordinator has been working with EW on a bid for computers and support from BAA. The bid is through to the second round and courses are already in planning, Healthy Eating, IT and Skills for Job Search, for a start date in April.  Anna is working with ACL and Brooklands but all providers should contact her at st-saviours-training@live.co.uk  

Louisa Harper – VAIS, new shop

VAIS has a new shop opposite Matalan in the Elmsleigh Centre that is due to open in the near futures.  Companies will be invited to give presentations and various other activities may be considered.
Louisa is in interested in widening youth opportunities and offering accredited volunteering such as Duke of Edinburgh Awards.  Volunteers can be from as young as 14 years of age. 

Tony Woodward/EW – Future of adult learning

The Skills Funding Agency (SFA) will take over responsibility for Adult Learning from the LSC in April and the Local Authority will take over funding the 16-19 provision.  A transition group convened by SLLP has already met.

TW reported that alongside reductions in higher education funding, Adult Learner Responsive funding was being cut nationally between 10% and 25% from August.  Full level 2 and full level 3 for 19-25 will remain a priority. Early indications are that leisure learning (PCDL) will have the same amount of funds, but as this has not increased over the last few years it is therefore lower each year in real terms.  Business Link will be part of SERCO from April and Train to Gain will be Business Skills and also suffer from cuts in the programme. Further information is available from EW in the form of a presentation given by Frank offer from SCC but email will also be sent as soon as news becomes available.
4.
Market Place update

Louisa Harper   - Voluntary Action Spelthorne

Melanie has now left VAIS.  The centre is busy with referrals from Job Centre Plus and also working with corporate volunteers.
Anita Newman – Schools Confederation and Stanwell Fields School

Funding for sport/leisure activities for children whose parents are on benefits are being offered to Spelthorne children.  
Six Home School Link Workers were now employed creating excellent links between the parents and the school.  The Home Access scheme, free laptops for those on certain benefits, has began but the schools did not know which children had applied.  EW was keen to set some IT training for the parents and will be working with Alex Williams from the confederation.
AN said that a better turnout of parents to school events had been seen but thought that a table in the playground in Spring was the best way to engage parents.  The new deputy was undertaking a survey.

The school now had almost 30 different  native languages spoken and several provider expressed an interest in helping.

Action   SS and CC to make contact with Anita.

Action  EW to  talk to Anita about storytelling and Family language.
Brian Harris – Spelthorne Borough Council
An environmental conference for young people was well attended and led by Juan who gave a lively seminar.  Building school for the future involving six Spelthorne Secondary School is still in the running for the bid.  BP has a programme called Young Leaders for young people 16 plus from disadvantaged background – ten places were promised to Spelthorne.

Elizabeth Whiddett – Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership.

EW is writing the next Spelthorne Intelligence Report and gathering information on what’s on.  Many activities were taking place in Stanwell and also in Children’s Centres but more is needed for adults only.  Mathew Arnold School’s  adult learning programme classes are not going forward but EW is also speaking to Alex about more involvement with schools.  Discussions are also with Thomas Knyvett College.  Further investigation is needed so please send details to EW.  New opportunities at Sunbury Common will prove beneficial to the area.
Tony Woodward – Strode’s College

Literacy and numeracy classes were popular and more students were taking GCSE Examinations.  Flexible New Deal courses were also taking place.

Wendy Griffin – Surrey Libraries
March 4-28 March is the children’s book festival in libraries across Spelthorne. Activities include;  Performance Poetry workshop at Ashford Youth centre – 6 March; Teddy Bear’s Picnic Staines, 8 March; Cooking with Dad (bit difficult to chop up!) 13 March and many more please see www.surreycc.gov.uk/kidstuff  

.
Sharon Salman – SCC Family Learning
Sharon has Impact funding for flexible innovative learning for those people that have not engaged before.  Healthy Living, Reflexology, and Life Coaching are some of the subjects on offer and crèche places may be available.  Please contact her at sharonsalmon@btinternet.com
At present ACL is offering Sewing and IT classes in Stanwell
Christina Cudmore – Sun Ash Children’s Centre

Play and Stay and Music Workshop sessions are popular and also taking place at the Sunbury Cross site.  An allotment project is underway and some volunteers might be wanted at Vicarage Road. Laptops are being purchased to help parent’s, particularly as application will need to be online in the future for new school places.   New courses will include Managing Money and Confidence Building.  The website is sunash.co.uk
Action; Louis and Sharon to make contact

Pauline Hedges – Surrey Chamber of Commerce

Future Jobs fund will offer 350 jobs to 16-24 year olds who have been out of work six months or more.  

Surrey Saver Credit Union project to create a bank for people who may be tempted to go to loan sharks.

The Osborne Dictionaries that so well received last year will again be available.

Serena Griffiths – Surrey Care Trust

The Open Day at the Staines Learning Centre was well attended and a discussion is already underway to increase places.  This is alternative school curriculum for those that that have been excluded from school.
5.  AOB and date of next meeting

· Tuesday  8 June 2010   1.00pm at the  Community House, Laburnum Way, Stanwell

Networking meeting of all Stanwell agencies and providers– 1pm 
sandwich lunch for 1.30 start
