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SPELTHORNE COMMUNITY LEARNING PARTNERSHIP

MINUTES

Stanwell Children’s Centre 3rd June 2011
Present;

Brian Harris

Spelthorne Borough Council (Chair)

Elizabeth Whiddett
SLLP, coordinator Spelthorne CLP

Kate Shore

Strode’s College, Adult Learning

Camilla Morgan
VAIS

Karen de Souza
Stanwell Children’s Centre

Chris Duke

SCC Libraries

Clare Reed

NHS, Health

1. 
 Welcome and Minutes
Brian thanked Karen for hosting the meeting and for a tour of their excellent facilities

2.  
Partners market Place
Karen de Souza – Stanwell Children’s Centre
The centre is very busy and over 20 parents normally attend the Stay and Play sessions - the centre will ‘buddy’ less confident parents into the centre.  Courses running include Parent Puzzle, Literacy, Boogie Mites and a Dad’s Club operates every third Saturday.  Special events have been well received including a visit by the dentist who motivated parents to register their children.  The outreach service offers min tots and home safety checks. The new sensory room was in frequent use but could be booked free of charge for particular needs.    
Chris Duke – SCC libraries

‘Flower craft’ will be taking place in Staines library, no fee and no need to book. Demand for IT classes is high and a new partnership is being considered with ACL who also offer classes on site.  During adult learning week the library hosted a successful exhibition of work created by people with learning difficulties.  
Camilla Morgan – Voluntary Action in Spelthorne VAIS
A bid will be lodged for a youth volunteering initiative which seeks to change the attitude of young people towards volunteering and show how it can help enhance their job search success. Spelthorne has the highest number of NEETS in Surrey, those not in employment education or training and it will be a challenge to motivate this group.  CM wants to encourage smaller companies to consider offering work placements.  KS mentioned that Surrey Care Trust might be interested in the project and NACRO.  CM did not know when the move to the library might happen for VAIS.  Camilla has finished her Future Jobs Fund contract.
Action; contact details for NACRO – Lisa.davies@nacro.org.uk. Surrey Care Trust bridget.newbould@surreycaretrust.org.uk.

Clare Reed – NHS Health

Clare is replacing Norma Jamieson.  A school nurse visits Spelthorne school and at  present several obesity programmes are being offered.  The Henry programme is a healthy lifestyle programme for young children under five and their families to minimise the rise in levels of obesity and behaviour problems, MEND is a fun interactive family programme aimed at children aged 7-13 years who have been identified as overweight.  No course exists at present for 6/7 year olds.
Kate Shore – Strode’s College
Free provision in adult learning will be changing.  Literacy and numeracy will still be free for those with less than 5 GCSE (at A-C) but those on other benefits will no longer qualify. ESOL (English for speakers of other language) will become more expensive as it is co-funded at present.   The college offers a number of small bursaries.  Frank Botham Principal of Strode’s College will be leaving in July and his replacement is Ann Fielding Smith is currently a Vice Principal at Brighton Hove and Sussex.
Kate has been working with Clarendon and Sun Ash Children’s Centres and provided a short workshop at Bucklands School.
Elizabeth Whiddett - SLLP
Dig It – Stanwell is now working with the SCC Small Disadvantage Fund and delivering session in Gardening, Healthy Eating and IT.  The next session would be for Dads and children in the Stanwell Children’s Centre.  
The second tiling skills session ran last month for ex offenders at Brooklands College and six learners completed the course.  Both IAG and interview training followed the course and several learners are now in work.  Funding for the course came from BAA.
The laptop scheme is running well and applications are open for next September.  SLLP is also running a series of Internet/IT classes in Park Barn.  
Brian Harris – Spelthorne Borough Council

A citizenship event for schools took place and primary school children were asked to make a sculpture out of recycled materials and explain their sculpture.

Democracy Week is in October and secondary schools will participate in a parliamentary debate.

3.  AOB 
The new councillors have been announced, contact details are on the SBC site. The new Stanwell Health Centre will be open in Summer to include  a cafe run by Age Concern and the library.
4.  Date of Next Meeting
Staines Library Wednesday 12 October 2pm, Staines library.
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