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Minutes from the Spelthorne Community Learning Partnership
held at NACRO, Staines
Ist October 2009
Present


Brian Harris

Spelthorne Borough Council (Chair)

Elizabeth Whiddett
Surrey Lifelong learning Partnership (coordinator)


Melanie Sullivan
Voluntary Action Spelthorne

Emily
Fraser

SCC Partnership officer

Danny Kington
CAB

Anita Newman
Stanwell Field School

Lisa Davies

NACRO
            Charmaine/Tom
NACRO

1.
Welcome 
Introduction and welcome to Charmaine and Tom who are students with NACRO
2.
Minutes and any other matters
The minutes were approved.
Education Business Partnership Awards will be at 5-7.30pm 18 November at Strode’s College
3.
Speakers
Lisa Davies – NACRO

Students were normally between between 14 and 19 years of age, at present 24 were taking Key Stage 4 and 26-30 on Entry to Employment (ESF funded).  Students attended for many reasons: because had been unable to settle at school, or had be referred because they were disruptive, some had no qualifications and  others  came because they felt they needed extra support and had been recommended by friends.  Arts and Sport  BTEC were the main subject specialisation and all learning included key skills.  Of the 15 who left recently 10 went onto college and NACRO will track them for at least eight weeks.
Charmaine and Tom told us about their work and interests and why they have settled at NACRO. Charmaine was interested in becoming a decorator and had a course lined up, Tom liked photography and would return to Strode’s now he felt more confident.  Partners were very impressed with the achievements and care taken by the centre.
Further ideas
EW proposed that a photographic competition might be arranged with the Economic Development Group as they were looking at tourism and ‘different’ aspects of Spelthorne might make good material for a leaflet.  Other suggestions included photographs of young people around Spelthorne; what they did, what they liked and places they went.  It would give some positive press to the young.

4.
Market Place update
Melanie Sullivan
Voluntary Action Spelthorne

They were working with DWP to help find placements for volunteers and had interviewed 84 and placed 8 so far; total interviews were 246 between 15 June and 30 September.
Action;  Several partners needed volunteers, Melanie to see below and make contact.

Emily Fraser
SCC Partnership officer

Emily will be picking up the furniture project and working on the ‘Building Schools for the Future’ project in Spelthorne.  She is also very interested in community learning activities and will be attending further meetings.
Danny Kington – CAB
The CAB is working in Stanwell library and Sunbury as outreach centres.  The main reasons for visiting were still debt, benefits and homelessness.  Many young people were now volunteering in the office including lawyers and students  to help gain work experience.  

Action Danny kindly offered to listen to NACRO students reading and thought other in the office might want to help.  Danny and Lisa to talk.
Anita Newman – Stanwell Fields School
With the new intake the school now had 27 different  native languages spoken.  
Anita would welcome help with some work that could be carried out by volunteers.

Action
  Lisa  and Melanie to talk to Anita about offering volunteers.

Action  EW to talk to Anita about Family language to help parents who had poor skills in English.
Lisa Davies
 NACRO
Students were required  to work 16 hours in the community and Lisa was looking for work such as gardening and decorating.  Students also offered skills and wanted volunteers who have an interest in learning subject such as Photoshop or  how to juggle.  She would also appreciate any volunteers who have a small amount of regular time to read with some of the students who had difficulties.  Sports students would be keen to arrange a mini tournament for work experience and they would be accompanied.
Action; All CLP members please contact Lisa if you can help with their excellent work
Brian Harris – SBC
Over 120 people attended the LSP assembly last week.  Brian asked about the Job Centre Fair and it seems that quite a few older people attended, Melanie had found it quite productive
Elizabeth Whiddett – Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership.
A storytelling  project has been set up between Stanwell Field School and  Thomas Knyvett for 15 October.  A2 were close to finishing the book and DVD of Stanwell which will be sold to raise funds for a big community event.  IT continues in Stanwell Village Hall and the Children’s centre was offering ONC courses to young parents followed by vocational training in beauty and nails.  Key skills continued in the centre.
Action;  EW will pass details of Sally Talbot, Enterprise Gateway to Lisa as they have courses that might inspire young people to think about starting their own business.  

5.  AOB and date of next meeting
Brian thanked Lisa for use of the centre and the two students who came along to talk to us.

· Tuesday 23 February  2pm Stanwell networking meeting  Goddard Room  Spelthorne Borough Council

· Wednesday 9 June

