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My newsletter had a little break last year – just like me!  I got married, travelled the world scuba diving for 6 months and am now expecting my first baby!  
Like me BBC Learning has lots of exciting things going on.  This quarterly newsletter gives you a flavour and you can check the BBC Learning website for lots more.

Eleanor Gloster, BBC Learning Project Manager for Kent, Sussex & Surrey
	LOOKING BACK


BBC My Story competition
www.bbc.co.uk/mystory
Everyone has a story to tell.
Last year BBC My Story, invited adults to write a true personal story and enter it into a UK-wide competition with the chance of having their story featured on a BBC television programme in 2010 and even published as a book.

Over 7500 people entered the writing competition and 30% were adult learners who had level 2 literacy qualifications or lower.
The winners of the competition will be announced later in the year.  

Sussex & Surrey had the highest number of entries (after London), so thank you to everyone who worked with students and groups to take part.  Particularly the West Sussex Adult & Community Learning tutors who integrated My Story into their autumn courses with students, and Surrey Libraries who ran a month of My Story Sessions in 11 libraries throughout November.  
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Simon & Sneha: My Story Volunteers

Kent also had a good number of entries thanks to Kent Libraries & Kent Skills Plus Centres who held sessions in November. 
The tutor’s worksheets and lesson plans are still available to download for free on the BBC My Story website – you can find them all here
“My Story has provided a range of excellent ideas for literacy teaching and I will continue to use them!”  Kent Adult Ed Tutor. 
Tree O’Clock
On the 5th December 2009, hundreds of people across the South East planted thousands of young trees for BBC Tree O’Clock, as part of National Tree Week. 
While the nationwide effort was not enough to set a new Guinness World Record for the most trees planted in one hour, it certainly left a happy and satisfying legacy for all those who took part - from Dartford to Bognor, and Guildford to Seaford.
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Young Tree Planters in West Park, Bognor
Many thanks to all the groups and schools who dug in - particularly Polhill Garden Centre in Sevenoaks who planted over 2400 trees in one hour!
www.bbc.co.uk/treeoclock
	COMING UP


Raw: Skills for Everyday Life
Raw is the BBC's new basic skills website, aimed directly at those who need skills that will help them in their day-to-day lives.

The website offers practical advice and activities on a wide range of useful topics:

Money - budgeting tools and vide
o guides which provide expert advice & easy to use tools to get to grips with money issues:
www.bbc.co.uk/raw/money/ 

Computers - a beginners guide to using computers and the internet:
www.bbc.co.uk/raw/computers 
Words  - Put together a story, from start to finish, and improve your writing skills in the process:
www.bbc.co.uk/raw/words 
Numbers - Find maths a challenge? Find tools, videos and comics to help: www.bbc.co.uk/raw/numbers 
DON’T FORGET - You get free BBC Raw Money magazines and resources for your learners on the raw partners website: www.bbc.co.uk/raw/partners
Breathing Places
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The BBC nature campaign is now in its 5th year! There are lots of exciting things planned to link in with the International Year of Biodiversity in 2010. 
Such as classroom resources to get school children involved in doing one thing for biodiversity at their school.

To find out more visit the Breathing Places website:

www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces 

Class Clips for Teachers
Did you know the BBC has more than 5,000 video clips from BBC programmes for teachers to use and play in lessons?
Class Clips More lets you search by subject for free BBC content to illustrate or enhance a topic.

Please let any primary or secondary teachers know about this excellent resource: www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips 

Headroom
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BBC Headroom encourages people to look after their own mental wellbeing and de-stigmatise mental health issues.
At its heart is an accessible and comprehensive website which offers help on a range of mental health issues and can be explored by people in their own time.
It links with upcoming BBC TV programmes:
· BBC ONE: My Child Won’t Speak (2 Feb - 10.45pm)
· BBC TWO: Sectioned (Feb ’10)

The BBC have produced a helpful 'Headtime' reading list with the help of key mental health charities & libraries, along with some bookmarks and promotional posters. To get hold of all these drop me an e-mail. 

Sign up for the Headroom newsletter to be kept up-to-date with the latest on the campaign.
www.bbc.co.uk/headroom
Dig In

Want to ‘Grown Your Own’ – but don’t know where to start? The BBC Dig In website is the place to start. It’s packed with tips on how to grow ‘easy’ vegetables – such as carrots, tomatoes and squash.
I have 200 Dig In Nigel Slater recipe booklets left over from the BBC Dig In Tour (which recently came to Brighton).
[image: image6.jpg]



If you could use them for healthy eating project or similar then drop me an e-mail at: eleanor.gloster@bbc.co.uk 
DropZone

Ever wanted a new challenge?  Well BBC DropZone wants you to try out a new activity this year.
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Hundreds of taster sessions in everything from orienteering to kayaking, scuba diving to abseiling, will be offered by outdoor activity providers – all at minimal cost or even free!

To find out what you can do near you go to the DropZone Thrillseeker website this February:

www.bbc.co.uk/dropzone
Also look out for special DropZone Live events in Crawley, West Sussex and Ashford, Kent over the Easter holidays.

NIACE – Digital Participation
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This year the BBC is sponsoring the Digital Participation Award for Adult Learners' Week 2010. 

This is a special award, recognising learning where the use of new technology has been central. 

If you know an adult learner who has achieved something extraordinary, give them the recognition they deserve. Nominate them before the 29 January 2010, by visiting: www.alw.org.uk  
And finally . . . Money Skills Workshops
Do you work with young people who would benefit from getting smarter with money, learning about saving, credit and payslips?   
A new 2-year initiative between FSA, Citizens Advice Bureau and Barclays is starting in February 2010, will provide free financial skills workshops to young people (aged 16 - 25) across Sussex, Kent & Surrey.
  

The Money Skills Workshops last for 2-3 hours and can be tailored for the particular group attending. The aims are to enable people aged 16-25 to make well informed money decisions as they meet the financial challenges of early adult life. 
 
WHAT NEXT: If you are interested in hosting a Money Skills Workshop or referring young people for training please contact Joanne Bumpstead - joanne.bumpstead@live.co.uk or  phone 01797 227002.


	Please get in touch for more information about these projects.

Eleanor Gloster, BBC Learning

Tel: 01273 320432 / 07711 776328
Or: eleanor.gloster@bbc.co.uk



